
2013 State BaSKetBaLL
 It was a nail-biter up 
to the end, but 2014 was the 
year of first place champions 
for the Special Olympics 
Illinois athletes of Chicago-
Area 3 at the annual Special 
Olympics Illinois State 
Basketball Tournament held 
in Bloomington-Normal, 
Illinois.
 Out of the 19 Chicago-
Area 3 teams that competed, 
eight received first place.
 In the senior male 
division, the Bessemer 
Build-da-Bears, Eckhart 
Park Road Runners, Loyola 
Park Royal Scorpions and 
West Pullman Park WildKatz 

received  first place. 
In the high school division, 
Bowen High School, 
Lindblom Eagles and 
Southside Red Eagles. And 
in the senior female division, 
Independence Girl Power.
     Approximately 1,540 
athletes from across the 
state of Illinois participated 
in the three day competition, 
held at Illinois  State 
University and Illinois 
Wesleyan University. The 
State Basketball Tournament 
is supported, in part, by a 
grant from the Shirk Family 
Foundation.
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An Athlet of the Eckhart Park 
Road Runners shoots during a 
game against the Burr Ridge 
Gators.



Congratulations!
Chicago-Area 3 is proud 
to congratulate seven 
area athletes who recently 
completed training to 
become Special Olympics 
Illinois Global Messengers. 
Athletes are recommended 
by their coaches, teachers 
and family members 
to participate in a two-
day training to acquire 
skills necessary to be a 
Global Messenger. Global 
Messengers share a short 
speech they have prepared 
with a variety of audiences 
including school groups, 
corporations, civic clubs 
and volunteers as well as 

opportunities to speak 
with audiences at Special 
Olympics Illinois fundraising 
events. Global Messengers 
play a significant role in 
sharing the message of 
Special Olympics Illinois 
with the public. A group of 
23 athletes from throughout 
the state participated in 
the training which was held 
in March on the campus 
of Misericordia in Chicago. 
Congratulations athletes!

welcome JacquelIN!
How long have you 
been employed at 
Special Olympics 
Illinois (SOILL)?

Since July of 2012. 
I began my SOILL 
journey as an 
intern in 2010 in 
Champaign, IL.

What did you do before you got into your 
current position?

I was the SOILL Young Athletes Manager 
for the Northern Region, I coordinated the 
Young Athletes programs for all agencies in 
the north spanning from Galena to Chicago.

What are some of your hobbies?

In my free time, I enjoy hanging out with my 

family and friends, eating, watching sports 
and running. During the summer months 
you can find me sitting at the beach with a 
good book. I also like volunteering at City 
Year and the Boys and Girls Club.

Tell us about your significant other.

I have been dating Jordan for over two years 
and we met in San Antonio, Texas while 
we both were serving as City Year Corps 
Members with AmeriCorps. He currently 
works as a 4th grade teacher in CPS.

Do you have any pets?

Yes, I have a dog named Carter. She is a 
rescue dog that Jordan and I adopted in 
San Antonio. She got her name from the rap 
artist, Lil Wayne as she was adopted the day 
we were going to a Lil Wayne concert. Carter 

is very well traveled and has been from San 
Antonio, to Los Angeles and Pittsburgh.

What is something that one would be 
surprised to learn about you?

I have a twin brother.

So far, what is your favorite thing about 
Chicago-Area 3?

I enjoy working with the diverse group of 
athletes and appreciate the enthusiasm 
from the residents of Chicago towards 
volunteering with Special Olympics.

What is one thing that you see yourself 
bringing to  the Chicago-Area 3 team?

I studied and worked abroad in Spain; 
therefore , I will bring my Spanish language 
abilities.

Chicago-Area 3 athlete, Zoya 
Freeman, practices her speech for 
her fellow Global Messengers.

2



3

6th annual Cubs rooftop party
 Join the fun at the 6th Annual Cubs 
Rooftop Party on Monday, April 21 at 7p.m. 
Guests will have an opportunity to talk sports 
with special guests Harry Teinowitz, Spike 
Manton and Jarrett Payton from The Game 87.7. 
 Enjoy a fun evening and exclusive 
rooftop views of all the action at Wrigley Field 
from Beyond the Ivy Rooftop at 1010 Waveland 
Avenue. The game promises to be exciting, 
as the Chicago Cubs challenge the Arizona 
Diamondbacks. 

 Tickets include unlimited food, beer, wine 
and soda and guests will enjoy seating that is 
both enclosed and outdoor on the roof. Guests 
will enjoy bidding on a silent auction of fun 
prizes including Cubs tickets and entertainment 
gift cards. Tickets including single prices as 
well as group discounts can be purchased at 
beyondtheivy.eventbrite.com.
 There are limited tickets available, order 
yours today! Call Kathy McLaughlin at 773-278-
2178 for more information.

matP challeNGe day
 Chicago-Area 3 hosted the Motor Activities Training Program (MATP) Challenge Day at De La 
Salle High School. Over 200 athletes and 90 coaches from 13 agencies in Chicago participated in the 
event. Athletes were challenged at 12 stations with various sport activities and additional activity 
stations that included dance, parachute and sensory. Athletes enjoyed spiking the oversized volleyball 
across the net at the volleyball station, dunking on the inflatable hoops at the basketball station, 

showing off their strength at the powerlifitng station, and hitting 
home runs at the softball station!
 De La Salle High School students from the National Honors 
Society provided over 90 volunteers for the MATP Challenge Day 
event. These students were beyond energetic and passionate 
about their roles at the event and their enthusiasm brought 
smiles to all the athletes’ faces. Special Olympics Illinois is very 
thankful for the participation and support of De La Salle High 
School and look forward to working with them again next year.
 Upon conclusion of the vent, each athlete had their picture 
taken with the awards backdrop and received a MATP medal 
and baseball hat to take home with them. Congratulations to all 
athletes who competed in the 2014 MATP Challenge Day!
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michael Rackov
(773) 278-2178
mrackov@soill.org

5 District Gymnastics (Artistic) Broadway Armory 5917 N Broadway St., Chicago, IL 60660
12 District Gymnastics (Rhythmic) Loyola Park  1230 W Greenleaf Ave., Chicago, IL 60626

6 SG Opening Ceremonies  Soldier Field   1410 Museum Campus Dr. Chicago, IL 60605
7-9 Spring Games Competition  Eckersall Stadium  2423 E. 82nd St. Chicago, IL 60617
30 Jr. Bowling    Bluebird Lanes 3900 W. Columbus, Chicago, IL 60652
31 Sr. Bowling(South)    Bluebird Lanes  3900 W. Columbus, Chicago, IL 60652
31 Sr. Bowling (North)    Habetler Bowl  5250 N. Northwest Hwy. Chicago, IL 60630
31  Sr. Bowling (Central)    Diversey Rock&Bowl 2211 W. Diversey, Chicago, IL 60647

4 Art Reception: South Shore   Cultural Center  7059 South Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60649
11 Tennis Match Play   Riis Park   6100 W. Fullerton, Chicago, IL 60639
13-15 Summer Games    Illinois State  Normal, IL
18 Tennis Skills    Riis Park   6100 W. Fullerton, Chicago, IL 60639


