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tles, but were not able to pull 

out the “W”.  They were, how-

ever, the most improved team, 

in competitions against same 

age opponents, the Mattoon 

Middle School team would be 

unstoppable.   

Area 9 basketball teams will be 

competing in several tourna-

ment and round robin compe-

titions throughout the season, 

until the District Champion-

ships on January 31st, in Tren-

ton, IL.  Teams that win Gold at 

the District Basketball Champi-

onships are then eligible to 

attend the Special Olympics 

Illinois State Basketball Com-

petition March 11th -13th , 2016 

in Normal, IL.     

Special Olympics Illinois East 

Central/ Area 9 Basketball 

teams kicked off in Novem-

ber with competitions at 

the St. Mary’s School in Mat-

toon and at the Effingham 

Recreation Center in Effing-

ham, IL.  The amazing Area 

9 Basketball teams consist 

of the Effingham County 

Lightning, coached by Susan 

and Phil Zakutansky, the 

Mattoon Middle School, 

coached by Crystal Sparks, 

and the Mattoon/ Charles-

ton Hornets, coached by 

Brad Duncan, Jeff Raboin, 

and Jack Raboin.    

Some of the first games 

highlights included the Mat-

toon Middle School, a team 

consisting of athletes ages 

11-14, bravely taking on 

the Mattoon/Charleston 

Hornets, a high school and 

young adult team, in a 

match that ended 32-16 

for the Hornets.  The beat-

en, but not defeated Mat-

toon Middle School team 

went on to play the Effing-

ham County Lightning 

team, another high school 

& young adult team, in the 

closest match of the day.  

The second of three round 

robin competitions in Area 

9 was then held on Sun-

day, November 22nd, at 

the Effingham Park Dis-

trict.  Teams exhibited im-

proved skills and team-

work on the court, as well 

outstanding sportsman-

ship.  The Mattoon/

Charleston Hornets, 

with point guard leader-

ship from Jimmy Peter-

lich and Curtis Coving-

ton, won both of their 

games against Mattoon 

Middle School and 

Effingham County Light-

ning.  The Lightning 

went 1-1, while the Mat-

toon Middle School 

fought two great bat-
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2016 INDIVIDUAL BASKETBALL SKILLS COMPETITIONS 

Two Individual Basketball Skills competi-

tions are held each year in Area 9, usually 

in mid- January, to ensure that athletes 

from both the Northern and Southern 

parts of Area 9 have shorter traveling dis-

tances to participate.    

The Northern Area 9 Ind. Basketball 

Skills is hosted again by the Windsor 

Schools Special Olympics Team and will 

take place on Sunday, January 17th, 2016 

at the Windsor High School gym.  Thank 

you to Terry Prasun and the support of her church family, who provide the lunches for the 

athletes and volunteer to assist at skills stations. 

Southern Area 9 Individual Basketball Skills competition will be held at the Richland County 

Middle School, in Olney, IL on Saturday, January 23rd, 2016.  Several teams not only partici-

pate,  but also volunteer at this event, including the Olney Rebels team and supporters of the 

L/CAEC team.    

For all coaches, the sports rosters to participate in Individual 

Basketballs skills are due this Friday, December 4th.  The 

sports roster is a tool to remind you of the athletes medical 

application expiration dates, as well as other pertinent athlete 

information.  The competition entries and any medical appli-

cations for athletes that intend to compete in either of the In-

dividual Basketball Skills competitions will be will be due De-

cember 18th, 2016.  Feel free to contact, Vanessa Duncan, the 

Area 9 Special Olympics Director, at (217) 345-2424 or by e-

mail at vduncan@soill.org, if you have any questions. 
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A “Special” Internship 
 

Throughout my experience as the Area 9 Intern I learned a great 
deal about myself. Not only did I learn a lot of helpful skills, but I adapted 
to a new environment and was tested to step out of my comfort zone. 
“Let me win. But If I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” This 
quote means a lot to me because not only is it the Special Olympics 
Oath, but it also helped put things into perspective for me. It taught me 
that attempting new things is half the battle, and even if you fail it doesn’t 
necessary mean you lost the battle. In the beginning there was a lot of 
new things that I was nervous and scared to try, like going around to dif-
ferent businesses to ask if they would be willing to donate auction items 
for the Taste of Something Special Fundraiser.   Thinking about the 
struggles that some our athletes face on day to day basis helped moti-
vate me to step out of my comfort zone and be confident in everything 
that I encounter. 

Some of the things that I did during my time at Area 9 was assist 
in preparing for events, working events, learning GMS and Cervis,  as-
sisting in social media posting, and providing informational support for 
coaches. Preparing for the events that I worked really made me realize 
how much hard work and planning goes into setting up an event. For 
most of the events we would start setting up a month in advance. One of 
the things that intrigued me the most when working was GMS. GMS 
stands for Game Management System. This system has every athlete 
and coach in it and is used for many different things. It’s used to register 
and scratch them for the event, check what team they are on, check for 

expired med apps, print out team rosters, and add teams as they 
come and go. If a coach or parent called and had a question about 
a player’s information then we could go into GMS right there and 
look up that person’s information and most likely answer that ques-
tion. My favorite part of the job had to be working the events. It was 
such a rewarding feeling seeing all the hard work we put into the 
events pay off.  Getting to experience the event alongside the ath-
letes was a real privilege. Seeing the smiles on their faces was 
priceless and made all the work we put in worth it in the end.  

Overall I would say that my experience working at the Special 
Olympics was phenomenal. I owe a lot of that to the Area 9 Director 
Vanessa Duncan. She was an exceptional mentor to me. She 
made coming to work everyday a joy rather than a hassle. I didn’t 
feel like I was an intern during my time working for her, rather I felt 
that I was a valued employee that was just important as her. That 
was a huge factor that drove me to put my best work forward at all 

times. If you’re close the Area 9 office and are looking for an internship 
with the Special Olympics, I would Highly Recommend it. I can assure 
you that you wouldn’t be disappointed with the final outcome. Not only 
did I have a blast working for the Special Olympics, but I also truly feel 
that it was a huge stepping stone in preparing me for life after college. 

E A S T  C E N T R A L /  A R E A  9  N E W S   

Jimmy Pesola, 

Fall 2015 Area 9 

Intern 

The price of success is 

hard work, dedication to 

the job at hand, and the 

determination that 

whether we win or lose, 

we have applied the best 

of ourselves to the task 

at hand. 

-Vince Lombardi 
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State Bowling Qualifiers– GOOD LUCK!!!! 

 Michaela Cannoy of Camp New Hope 

Team with a score of 144 

 Garrett Wilson of Effingham County Light-

ning team with a score of 171 

 Kim James from L/CAEC Team was the 

Ramp Bowling champion in her division 

 Russell Patterson from L/CAEC team with 

a score of 270 

 L/CAEC Team Bowlers, including Ladd 

Phillips, Todd Pickerel, Tina Talbot, and 

Linda Rodgers won Gold with a 425 score 

 Marlin Wirey of L/CAEC team in ramp 

bowling with a score of 134 

 Melissa Campbell of Olney Rebels with a 

score of 395 

 Erika Ellison of Windsor Schools with a 

score of 312 

 Windsor Schools Doubles Team with Har-

ley Miller and Noah Smith won Gold with 

529 

Click on the Picture above to see the amazing video, brought to 

you by Consolidated Communications, Inc., host of the Special 

Olympics Family Festival  held at Lake Land College in Mattoon, 

SOFF 2015 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZV3if3ed8w8&feature=share
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t’s getting colder outside and that 
can only mean one thing… Polar 
Plunge Season is starting!!  I’m ex-

cited to announce that the 2016 Area 9 
Polar Plunge has been scheduled for 
March 5th, 2016 at Lake Sara in Effing-
ham.  The annual Polar Plunge, pre-
sented by GEICO, is the primary fund-
raiser for Area 9 Special Olympics 
events, having raised over $56,000 at 
the 2015 Polar Plunge.   

Any adventurous soul is invited to join 
law enforcement officers, as well as 
media and business and civic leaders 
from their community by donning 
bathing suits, costumes or any clothing 
of choice (just no wet suits!) to jump in 
a lake. Each Plunger must collect a 
minimum of $100 in donations that 
will be used to support Special Olym-
pics programs in Illinois.  

Last year, many Area 9 schools includ-
ing Altamont High School, Charleston 
High School, Mattoon High School, 

Gather your friends, family, co-workers, 

college  buddies, fraternity brothers, and your 

church family to take the 2016 Polar Plunge 

with you!  Dress up as your favorite 

characters, Superheroes,  TV personalities, or 

surprise us with your amazing costumes, and 

you could win the Golden Plunger for Best  

Team or Individual costume!!! 

2016 POLAR PLUNGE 

Marshall Schools, Neoga Schools, Oblong High 
School, and Palestine High School all partici-
pated in the Cool School Challenge.  The Cool 
School Challenge encourages schools partici-
pate in a friendly competition against other lo-
cal schools to raise the most funds for the Spe-
cial Olympics Athletes in Area 9 and win a $250 
scholarship.  Students and staff are encour-
aged to create a  team of “Plungers” and join 
the coolest event around! Your school’s team 
can work together to recruit as many partici-
pants as possible, while raising money and 
awareness for the athletes of Special Olympics 
Illinois! 
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Rebels starting January 2016.  

To celebrate Mabel’s history 

with Special Olympics Illinois and 

her outstanding volunteer ser-

vices, Mabel will be honored at 

the Olney Rebels Annual Holiday 

Party on Saturday, December 

13th, 2015. 

M ost individuals can not 

say that they have com-

mitted 28 years of volunteer ser-

vice to one organization, but that’s 

not the case for Mabel Campbell.  

In fact, Mabel has been volunteer-

ing as a Special Olympics coach for 

27 years now, having started in 

1987 as an assistant coach for the 

Olney Rebels Special Olympics 

team.  As an assistant coach, Mabel 

learned sports rules, techniques 

for training Special Olympics ath-

letes, and team development strat-

egies, such that she was able to 

take over as the Head coach in 

1992. 

Now after years of dedication, 

coaching, and commitments to the 

Olney Rebels Team, Mabel has de-

cided it is time to retire.  Although 

Mabel’s love and devotion for her 

athletes will survive beyond her 

retirement, Mabel will be hanging 

her hat as head coach.  During her 

time as head coach, Mabel led the 

Olney Rebels in team basketball, 

bocce, bowling, and volleyball.  She 

has coached World Games ath-

letes, including her daughter, 

Melissa, and has hosted Individual 

basketball skills competitions for 

several years.   

Mabel couldn’t just turn over the 

Olney Rebels to just anyone, and 

after some recruiting, Mabel 

signed on Hank Ginder of Olney to 

take on the position for the Olney 

Athletes 

December 2nd, 2015  

Special Olympics Young 

Mabel Campbell’s Retirement Celebration 
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Vanessa L. Duncan 

Area 9 Director of Special Olympics Illinois 

520 Jackson St. 

Charleston, IL 61920 

Ph:  (217) 345-2424 

Fax:  (217) 345-2598 

E-mail:  vduncan@soill.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

SOILLArea9 

Contact Info: 

Coaches Corner 

 Individual Basketball Skills 

 Sports Roster Due December 4th, 2015 

 Competition Entries and Med Apps Due De-

cember 18th, 2015 

 Changes & Scratches Due January 6th, 2016 

 Windsor Competition January 17th, 2016 

 Olney Competition January 23rd, 2016 

 Team Basketball 

 Sports Rosters Due December 14th, 2016 

 Competition Entries and Med Apps Due Janu-

ary 6th, 2016 

 Mattoon Middle School Games January 9th, 

2016 

 Changes & Scratches Due January 20th, 2016 

 District Basketball Competition, Trenton, IL on 

January 31st, 2016 

 Polar Plunge, March 5th, 2016 at Lake Sara, Effingham 

with Post-Plunge Party at Knights of Columbus Hall 

https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9
https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9

