
 
Duck Derby Tool Kit  
 

This tool kit was designed to aid team members in their fundraising efforts.  Successfully asking for 
donations involves preparation, some solid groundwork in finding the people you are going to ask 
and using the right “pitch” to convince them to donate.  
 
Why do people give???  The #1 reason that people give? Because you ask them to!   Your passion 
and enthusiasm for the event and/or the cause is your best asset.  Happy Fundraising!!  
 

The items in this kit include:  
 

 Duck Derby Info: Your questions answered! What exactly is the Windy City Rubber Ducky 

Derby? How does it work?  

 Special Olympics Illinois Fact Sheet: Your donors may know you, but do they know about 

Special Olympics Illinois? Your donors will want to know how their donation is going to help.  

 FAQ’s:  a few common questions and their answers  

 Duck Derby Resources:  Some examples of the resources you will need to run a successful 

fundraising campaign are included: 

o Windy City Rubber Ducky Derby Fact Sheet 

o Special  Olympics Illinois Fact Sheet 

o Sales Tips 

o List of who to ask 

o Sample Duck Adoption Letters/Emails 

o Prize flyer, Souvenir flyer 

o Pictures, graphics/logos that you can use in your promotional efforts 

o And much more… 

 

Remember, if you can’t find what you need, call or email us.   
We are always happy to help.  

 

Corinne Zollars  Krissy Wollak 

czollars@soill.org  kwollak@soill.org  

630-942-5614   630-545-3401 

mailto:czollars@soill.org
mailto:kwollak@soill.org


 
 

 

2014 Windy City Rubber Ducky Derby 

 
 
What is the Duck Derby? 
The Windy City Rubber Ducky Derby has quickly become a signature fundraising event for 
Special Olympics Illinois.  This year marks our 9th Ducky Derby and it promises to be our 
best yet!  On August 7th, thousands of spectators will watch 60,000 yellow rubber ducks 
splash into the Chicago River from the Columbus Drive Bridge in downtown Chicago and 
race down river towards the finish line.  Race Day kicks off at 10am at 400 North Michigan 
Avenue (The Wrigley Building) with entertainment for the entire family – face painting, 
games, free food and appearances by several sports mascots. 
 
 
How does it work? 
Prior to the race, all ducks will have been tagged with a number corresponding to an 
individual who will have previously “adopted” the duck at the cost of $5.  The lucky owners 
of the first ducks to cross the finish line will win one of our exciting grand prizes.  This 
year’s prizes include a 2014 Chevy Equinox and a seven-night, all-inclusive Apple Vacation 
for two to Riu Palace Peninsula in Cancun! 
  
 
Who does it benefit? 
Since 2006, the Duck Derby has raised over 1.8 million dollars to benefit the over 21,500 
athletes and 18,500 Young Athletes of Special Olympics Illinois.  Your support allows the 
athletes to participate, at no cost, in the sport of their choice. Through Special Olympics 
Illinois, the world comes to know these athletes are talented, courageous, joyful individuals 
who share the same hopes and dreams, and the same competitive spirit, as any other 
athlete.   
 
 
What is the minimum amount that I need to raise to participate?  There is no minimum 
to participate, but our goal is 60,000 ducks and every duck adoption sold helps! 

 
 

Where/how do I turn in my duck adoptions/money? We encourage you to turn in money 
on a regular basis to the Lombard office of Special Olympics Illinois (please note – we have 
moved from our Glen Ellyn location!).  You can send it to us or we can have someone 
come pick it up from your home or office.  It is not a good idea to hold onto checks or credit 
card information for too long, as donors like to have these processed quickly.   
 
 
 
 



 
Who should checks be made out to? Checks should be made payable to Special Olympics 
Illinois and sent to: 

  Special Olympics Illinois 
  Attn: Duck Derby 
  500 Waters Edge Ste 100 
  Lombard, IL  60148 

 
What is the minimum number of people that can be on a team?  There is no minimum or 
maximum number of people that can be on a team.  We encourage groups to gather as 
many people as possible! 
 
How do my ducks get in the water? One week prior to our duck race, volunteers from the 
community come together and place numbered tags on the bottom of every duck that 
plans to race.  Our friends at the Village of Bridgeview provide the dump truck that gets all 
the ducks into the River! 
 
Will I get a copy of my duck’s tag number?   We can’t give you your tag number because 
we won’t know it until we run the Mix Report right before the race.  
 
 
 

Team sales over 70% of the ducks that are 
adopted and are critical to our success.   

 
Our goal is 60,000 ducks in the river –we 

need you and your team members to make 
it happen! 

 
 
 
 
 


