
MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  January 19, 2016 
TO:  Winter Games Coaches 
FROM:  Special Olympics Illinois 
REGARDS: Coaches Information 
  
Available on the Special Olympics Illinois website at www.soill.org is a copy of the Winter Games Event Handbook and 
materials that you will need for the 2016 Special Olympics Illinois Winter Games being held in Galena.  The games will be 
held on Tuesday, February 2, Wednesday, February 3, and Thursday, February 4.  Please make sure you read the materials 
carefully, since there have been a number of changes.  
 
On the website is your agency listing of your athletes and the events they will be competing in.  Please look over the list 
and call me at 309-888-2551, fax the changes at 309-888-2577 or e-mail me at vsapp@soill.org  if there are any changes.  
Changes to the athlete’s events must be made prior to Monday, January 25, 2016.  Changes will not be made after 
this date and will not be made at the competition.  All Alpine athletes are listed as level 1 until after the level 
assessments on Tuesday, February 2, 2016.   
 
The Ramada Hotel in Galena will serve as the second Olympic Village.  For those agencies assigned to the Ramada Hotel a 
flier that provides information on the activities being provided during the week and a map to the hotel will be sent once 
housing is complete.  Housing assignments and final sport schedules will be sent by the end of the week.   
 
Registration will begin at 9:00 am and continue until 11:00 am on Tuesday at both the Ramada Hotel and Chestnut 
Mountain.  Agencies that are assigned to the Ramada will be required to register at the Hotel.  Please make sure that 
you arrive early enough to have lunch (will be at Chestnut Mountain) and be ready for competition.  If your agency is 
arriving on Monday, February 1 you can register at your respective housing site on Tuesday morning.   
 
Opening Ceremonies will be held in downtown Galena on Tuesday, February 2, 2016.  Buses will depart for downtown 
from venues at 4:30 pm.  The line-up will begin at 5:15 pm and the parade of athletes through the downtown area will 
begin at 5:30 pm.  The parade distance is approximately 2 tenths of a mile.  After Opening Ceremonies, athletes and 
coaches will be escorted to various restaurants in Galena for dinner.  If you choose not to go into downtown Galena, you 
will be responsible for your own meal arrangements for Tuesday evening. The restaurant assignments will be in your 
agency's packet when you register on Tuesday.  There is limited parking available in the downtown area.  Please use the 
bus transportation that Special Olympics Illinois will be providing.   PLEASE REMEMBER THE CEREMONIES WILL BE 

HELD OUTSIDE, SO PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU AND YOUR ATHLETES DRESS APPROPRIATELY!!  
 
Special Olympics Illinois will provide ski escorts with arm bands for Wednesday and/or Thursday.  Ski rental equipment 
will be the responsibility of the coach if you’re volunteering as a ski escort.  If the request was made on the athlete’s 
entry form, SOILL will provide rental equipment for athletes competing in Alpine Skiing and will provide lift tickets for 
those athletes. Please try to make every effort to bring the athlete's own equipment instead of renting equipment.  
Competing with unfamiliar equipment may affect an athlete's competition performance.  
 
The Victory Dance will take place on Wednesday evening at Chestnut Mountain and at the Ramada of Galena.  Once 
again, due to safety considerations, the dance will be split and agencies will be assigned to different locations according 
to the color of the ID cards which include The Mississippi Vista Room (yellow meal ticket holders), Mississippi Room (blue 
meal ticket holders), or the Ramada of Galena (green meal  ticket holders).  The pool will ONLY be open during specified 
hours when a Chestnut Mountain or Ramada Hotel lifeguard is on duty.  Please remember the alcohol policy will be in 
effect and enforced at Chestnut Mountain and the Ramada Hotel.  No alcohol will be allowed outside the lounge at 
Chestnut. Tobacco products (including, but not limited to, cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, e-cigarettes, etc.) are not 
permitted at Special Olympics Illinois Venues.   
 
A coaches meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday evening will be conducted at both Chestnut Mountain and the Ramada 
Hotel.   
 



Special Olympics Winter Games Venue Information 
 
General Information 

1. The Official Special Olympics Winter Sports Rules and SOILL Rule Interpretations will be enforced at all 
competition venues. 

2. Athletes will not be allowed to wear jewelry, awards, or jeans during any competition. 
3. The Venue Director will have the right to have an athlete rerun the course for a more accurate score 

during the time trials. 
4. Level assessors have final say regarding alpine level placement. 
5. Please be aware of all the rule changes in the 2015-2016 Policy & Procedure manual.  Alpine 

changes can be found beginning on page WG-6, Cross Country changes can be found on page WG-10 

and Snowshoe rule changes begin on page WG-14.  
 
Alpine Skiing 

1. Level 4 and Level 3 will be located in the same area and divisioned at the same time.  
2. Order of Events 

Super G (Downhill) 
Slalom 
Giant Slalom 

3. Ski helmets are required for all athletes competing in Alpine events. Only ski helmets will be acceptable.  
4. Lift tickets will be provided to athletes competing in Alpine events. 
5. Ski rental equipment for ski escorts will not be provided by Special Olympics Illinois. 

6. All alpine athletes, regardless of level, must report for level assessments at 1:30pm on Tuesday, 

February 2, 2016.  Athletes that do not attend the assessment will not be allowed to participate.   

Assessment should conclude by 3pm. Note: It is not to be assumed that a successful completion of one 
level means the athlete is automatically moved up.  E.g. Passing level 2 doesn’t guarantee placement in 
Level 3.  If an athlete passes level 2 they must go to level 3 for assessment. 

7. If an athlete loses their skis during competition there will be a 2-minute time limit to put on their 
equipment before an athlete will be disqualified in that race.  Athletes are required to do this on their 
own.  Ski escorts are NOT allowed to provide assistance. 

8.    There are significant liability issues for Special Olympics Illinois, agencies and the coaches for these 
       agencies when athletes and coaches ski on non-approved slopes. 

• Athletes and coaches must ski on the slopes designated for Special Olympics Illinois during 
competition, training and free time – NO EXCEPTIONS. 

• Violation of this rule will be addressed on an individual basis and consequences include but not 
limited to athlete disqualification, loss of coaching privileges and the loss of all skiing privileges. 
 Further action for the current and future events may take place depending on the 
circumstances. 

• Coaches and athletes may purchase, at their own expense, a separate lift ticket from Chestnut 
Mountain.  In doing so they remove the liability issue and are able to ski where they wish.  Special 
Olympics Illinois lift tickets and competition bibs are not to be worn if individuals are skiing with 
their own purchased lift ticket. 

9.  Ski Escort Assignments 
• Ski Escorts will be assigned to a specific hill.   
• They will line up near the staging area and when an athlete skis down the next ski escort in line 

will follow and then escort the athlete up the chair lift.  Both the athlete and Escort will return 
to their respective lines and wait for their next turn.  Escorts may not have the same athlete 
every time.   

• Alpine coaches, family, and friends who are capable of skiing may serve as Ski Escorts and can 
sign up at the Tuesday night Coaches Meeting.   

 

Cross Country Skiing 
1. If an athlete loses their skis during competition there will be a 2-minute time limit to put on their 

equipment before an athlete will be disqualified in that race.  Athletes must cross the finish line with 
both skis on his/her feet.  

2. If an athlete falls during a race and requires assistance he/she will be disqualified in that race. 
3. The cross country course will not be open for practice on Monday or early Tuesday. 



Snowshoeing 

1. Special Olympics Illinois will not provide snowshoe equipment for athletes.  Athletes competing in the 

snowshoe events must bring their own snowshoes for competition.  Snowshoes shall not be smaller 
than 17.78 cm x 50.8 cm (7 inches x 20 inches) regardless of the age of the athletes.  Factory installed toe 
and heel traction claws are acceptable.  The attachment of any additional “spikes” is not permitted. 

2. A proper exchange (tag/touch) must occur in the snowshoe relay. 
3. If an athlete loses their snowshoes during a race there will be a 2-minute time limit to put on the 

equipment before an athlete will be disqualified in that race.  Athletes must cross the finish line with 
both snowshoes on his/her feet.  

4. Athletes who require assistance once they have fallen during a race will be disqualified from that race. 
5. If an athlete leaves the course during competition he/she will be disqualified from that race. 
6. The Snowshoeing course will not be open for practice on Monday or early Tuesday. 

 
Please feel free to call or email David Shindley at 309-888-2551 or dshindley@soill.org if you have any questions or 
concerns.   


