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GUIDELINES FOR OUTDOOR EVENTS HEAT, COLD, LIGHTNING and WEATHER POLICIES 
FOR COMPETITION: 
 
Guidelines for All Events: 
 

Cancellations will be decided on a case by case basis.   
 
Heat Guidelines for all one day events: 
 

If any of the following conditions are forecasted or are reached during the event then the event will 
be cancelled: 

1. Temperature above 95 degrees 
2. Heat Index above 102 degrees  
3. The National Weather Service has issued a Heat Advisory Warning for the time frame 

of the event. 
 

Cold Guidelines for all one day events: 
 

1. The event will be cancelled if the temperature forecasted or reached during the event is 
10 degrees below zero, whether it is temperature alone or temperature with wind chill 
figured in.   

2. The National Weather Service has issued a Wind Chill Advisory Warning, Winter Storm 
or Blizzard warnings for the day of the event. 

3. Authorities have issued driving advisories. 
 
Lightning Guidelines 
 

If any of the following conditions exist, the event is suspended and individuals are moved to a safe 
location: 
  

1. The facility lightning detection device provides an alert.  
2. If no lightning detection device then, the first flash of lightning, clap of thunder and/or 

other criteria such as increasing winds or darkening skies. 
 

Activity may not be resumed for 30 minutes after both the last sound of thunder and last flash of 
lightning. 
 

Specific Guidelines for Specific Events: 
 

1. Winter Games—Competition suspended when the temperature is 10 degrees below 
zero.  If the temperature is forecasted to be 10 degrees below for all 3 days the event 
will be cancelled. 

 

2. Summer Games – Suspension or cancellation of competition will be decided by using 
the wet bulb globe temperature.  Special Olympics Illinois will communicate any 
schedule changes during the event.   

 

3. Outdoor Sports Festival/Tennis – If any of the following conditions are met then the 
event will be suspended or cancelled depending on the circumstances. 

 A. Temperature of 95 degrees 
 B. Heat Index over 102 degrees 
 C. The National Weather Service has issued a Heat Advisory Warning the dates of the 

 event. 
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Cancellation of Event: 
 

The decision on cancellation will be made whenever possible, no later than 12 hours prior to the 
event.  Event hosts will work with Sports Training and Competition staff to set date of cancellation. 

 

In the event that a competition must be called prior to the start of play, the following steps will 
take place: 

- Time of cancellation and method of communication established by Special 
Olympics Illinois and Tournament Director; procedures distributed to all head 
coaches.  

- Advancement to the next level of play will be determined by "the luck of the 
draw."  All names will be placed in a hat by division.  The division "winner" will 
be drawn from the hat.  No awards will be given.  The Tournament Director or a 
Special Olympics Illinois designated staff member will conduct the draw as 
soon as possible after the cancellation notice.  Notification of winners will be by 
email or telephone as soon as possible upon completion of the draw. 

 

In the event that a competition must be called once it has begun, the following steps will take 
place: 

- All records will be reviewed as of time of suspension of competition. 
- If a clear winner has been determined for a division, that winner will remain and 

advance to the next level of competition.  Appropriate awards will be given.  If 
competition has not begun within a division, then all names in that division will 
be placed in a hat and a "winner" drawn from that group.  No awards will be 
given. 

- For Team Sports:  If play has begun within a division and the championship 
contenders determined but the championship game not played, then those two 
team names will be placed in a hat and the "winner" determined by the draw.  
No awards will be given except in the event that other places within that division 
have been determined. 

- If play has begun within a division but no championship contenders determined, 
then those teams still in the running will have their names placed in the hat and 
the "winner" determined by the draw.  No awards will be given. 

- If conditions allow, then drawings will take place immediately upon suspension 
and prior to the departure of team representatives from the suspended 
tournament. 

- If an agency/athlete chooses not to attend a competition that has not been 
canceled, that agency/athlete removes themselves from consideration for the 
draw in the competition if the meet is suspended.  Please keep the health and 
safety of athletes as the top priority. 

 

NOTE: If the competition in question is the state tournament, the following will hold true: 
 

- If no winner has been determined, there will not be a "winner" or champion for 
said division. 

- If places have been determined, appropriate awards will be given. 
- If the tournament is canceled prior to the start of play, no winners will be 

determined.  All registered athletes and coaches will receive the tournament 
memento. 

 
For further weather related information, please consult the National Weather Service at 
www.weather.gov 

http://www.weather.gov/

