
 

 

 

Name: Adam Shelton 

USA Games Sport: Soccer -   
5-A-Side Unified Team  

Age: 17 

Hometown: Pontiac 

Role at USA Games: Unified Partner 

Local Agency: Pontiac High School 

Local Coach: Laura Baumgardner 

Years Involved in Special Olympics: 3 

Other Sports Involved In: Only soccer with Special Olympics 

Background: Adam is a junior at Pontiac High School and is a member of the varsity 
football and tennis teams, and writes sports articles for the school newspaper. In 
addition, he enjoys spending time with friends and attending church activities. 

Accomplishments: Adam is the president of Project UNIFY soccer team and co-
president of Peers in Action. He has been named co-chair of the 2014-15 Youth 
Activation Committee for Project UNIFY. Project UNIFY is a strategy to activate youth, 
engage educators, and promote school communities of acceptance and inclusion 
where all young people are agents of change.  Project UNIFY fosters respect and 
dignity for people with intellectual disabilities and changes actions and attitudes 
among their peers without intellectual disabilities. Adam recently returned from a trip 
to Washington, D.C., for Capitol Hill Day where representatives from Special Olympics 
and Best Buddies meet with legislators on the importance of supporting both 
organizations. 

Summary of Impact Special Olympics has had on Unified Partner: Adam says 
“Special Olympics has taught me the value of friendship and competition with people 
with disabilities. I have really developed an understanding of how people with 
disabilities are just like everyone else and can obtain their goals with some hard work 
and effort.” He is honored to compete at the USA Games and hopes he and his athlete 
partner Adam Lopez will be able to bring home a gold medal. “Being involved in 
Project UNIFY has been a fun and rewarding experience. I enjoy seeing the reaction of 
the athletes when they accomplish their goals.” 

Team Illinois  
Unified Soccer Illinois 


