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No act of kindness, no 

matter how small, is ever 

wasted.  - Aesop 

Mattoon/Charleston, IL – Walgreen’s stores across Illinois have partnered with Spe-

cial Olympics Illinois in a grassroots campaign to be held September 1- September 

14, 2016.  Participating locations will be selling ‘scannables’ at the register raising 

funds for Special Olympics Illinois.  Funds raised will help support programs for the 

athletes in Special Olympics Illinois Area 9 which consists of the following counties:  

Coles, Clark, Clay, Crawford, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Jasper, Law-

rence, Richland, and Shelby.  There are 3 Walgreen’s store locations that will be 

participating in this area including the Walgreen’s stores in Mattoon, Charleston, 

and Effingham.    

 

Special Olympics Illinois is a not-for-profit organization offering year-round train-

ing and competition in 19 sports for nearly 22,000 traditional athletes with intel-

lectual disabilities and nearly 21,000 Young Athletes ages 2-7 with and without in-

tellectual disabilities. Special Olympics transforms the lives of people with intellec-

tual disabilities, allowing them to realize their full potential in sports and in 

life. Special Olympics programs enhance physical fitness, motor skills, self-

confidence, social skills and encourage family and community support.  

The Illinois Knights of Columbus, Law Enforcement Torch Run and Blue Cross Blue 

Shield of Illinois are Official Partners of Special Olympics Illinois.  

For additional information for this event or how you can become involved with 

Special Olympics Illinois, please call 217-345-2424 or contact Vanessa Duncan at 

vduncan@soill.org.   

mailto:vduncan@soill.org


The LETR Torch Run begins the week of State Summer Games and from around the 
State, law enforcement personnel run the Flame of Hope Torch heading to Blooming-
ton/Normal, where the Torch Run culminates with all Area torches being brought 
together and run into the Opening Games Ceremony to light the Summer Games 
Cauldron.  The law enforcement community in Illinois has long partnered with Special 
Olympics Illinois to support the goals and honor the achievements of Special Olympics 
athletes. Through the Law Enforcement Torch Run® for Special Olympics, the entire 
law enforcement community spreads the word about the abilities of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities, while raising funds to support this worthy cause.  

Leg 16 Flame of Hope started in Olney with Officer Brian Nuttall and his LE crew of 
officers and then traveled to Effingham, where the Illinois State Police Department 
and Law Enforcement of Effingham County, including Ron Will and Devvie Hodge, met 
with the Effingham County Lightning Special Olympics team.  There the flame was 
carried through Effingham and north on Route 45 through Sigel and into Neoga, 
where the Neoga/Sigel Indians Special Olympics team joined in the Torch Run.  After 
leaving, Neoga the Illinois State Police and LETR team ran the torch to the McDonald’s 
on Rt. 45 in Mattoon, bring the torch the 24.1 miles in total from Effingham to 
Mattoon.   

This did not end Area 9’s run of the Flame of Hope.  Ra-
ther, at McDonald’s, the Mattoon Police Department 
took over the responsibility to carry the Flame of Hope 
and ran the almost 4 mile trek into Mattoon.  Meeting up 
with the Mattoon/Charleston Hornet Special Olympics 
Basketball team, together the Officer and athletes fin-
ished at the Mattoon to the City Hall where the Torch 
was passed to the Coles County Sheriff’s Department, led 
by Sheriff Jim Rankin, to run the 3.3 mile to the conclu-
sion line on Route 45 North of Mattoon.   

It was a wonderful day that can be seen on video thanks 
to 104.3 The Party, 101.3 WMCI, and 92.1 The Axe vide-
ographer, Gina.  Check out the 2016 LETR Torch Run Leg 
16 here http://www.myradiolink.com/2016/06/10/area-
9-law-enforcement-torch-run/ 

http://www.myradiolink.com/2016/06/10/area-9-law-enforcement-torch-run/C:/Users/vduncan/Documents/2016%20Area%20Bowling
http://www.myradiolink.com/2016/06/10/area-9-law-enforcement-torch-run/C:/Users/vduncan/Documents/2016%20Area%20Bowling


Special Olympics Family Festival 
 

On the third Saturday of every September, Consol-

idated Communications employees, family mem-

bers and community volunteers host the Special 

Olympics Family Festival (SOFF) for Illinois Spe-

cial Olympian Athletes from Area 9. It’s an excit-

ing day filled with fun, food, music, entertainment 

and noncompetitive games on the grounds of Lake 

Land College. Every participant truly emerges a 

winner! 

From its beginnings with just a few hundred Spe-

cial Olympian Athletes and volunteers, SOFF now 

attracts nearly 700 Special Olympians and some 

1,400 or more volunteers who run the games, 

serve lunch or act as Friends-for-a-Day for the 

Special Olympian Athletes. 

 

This past July 23rd, 2016, Special Olympics Illinois Area 9 lost a dear friend, the first 

Area 9 Director and a pioneer of Special Olympics in Central Illinois, Midge 

MdDowell. With deepest sadness, we say goodbye to Midge, and are forever grate-

ful for the opportunities and innovations she made in improving the quality of lives 

of individuals with disabilities.  

In celebration of the 30th annual SOFF in 2013, Midge expressed her disbelieve that 

the small event first organized back in 1984 had continued and expanded 

with each passing year. When asked about her favorite SOFF 

memory, she replied: “Every year, when I look out at the hundreds of 

brightly-colored shirts and there is just a mass of them, all excited for 

the day to begin. I could just stand there and look at that all day long. I 

always think to myself, this is good, this is good.”  

#RememberingMidge 

Wristbands will be given 

out to all athletes, friends, 

and fans at the 2016 Special 

Olympics Family Festival on 

Saturday, Sept. 17th  



For many high school seniors and juniors, the thoughts of “what 
comes after high school?” occur often, and Jimmy Peterlich of 
Charleston High School is no different from his peers in that he 
too is considering his future endeavors.  At his home, Jimmy 
often would create and write restaurant menus, which steadily 
grew to a passion for owning and managing a restaurant some-
day.  Thanks to his family and some Legislative support, Jimmy’s 
dream of learning restaurant management and working with 
customers was more of a reality on his horizon than expected.   
This past April, Jimmy and several other Special Olympics Illinois 
Global Messengers and Family Ambassadors attended the Spe-
cial Olympics Capital Day in Springfield to help raise awareness 
for individuals with special needs and their abilities to thrive, 
make friendships, be involved with their communities, learn 
sports, and compete like other athletes.  Jimmy, a Gold medal 
champion in the sports of basketball, track and field, and bowl-
ing, has been serving as a liaison and Global Messenger for Spe-
cial Olympics Illinois since his early childhood.  While at the State 
Capital in Springfield, Jimmy and his mother, Colleen Peterlich, 

had the opportunity to meet with Illinois State Senator Dale Righter and Illinois State Representative Reggie Phillips, during which 
time, Jimmy expressed his passion to own and operate a restaurant someday.   Hearing Jimmy’s passion and drive for his future en-
deavors, Rep. Phillips, a restaurant owner in the Charleston area, offered Jimmy a “Manager for a Day” experience to better under-
stand the intricacies of restaurant management.  Of course, Jimmy said “yes” to being the Manager for the Day at the Brickhouse Bar 
& Grill, of Charleston, and as Representative Phillips is the owner, he also offered to donate 20% of all ticket sales to Special Olympics 
Illinois.   
With the news trumpets of Jimmy’s family and friends, the word was spread that on 
Tuesday, July 12th, from 4:00pm to 8:00pm, Jimmy would be the Manager of the 
Brickhouse Restaurant.  Colleen Peterlich, Jimmy’s mother, was ecstatic for Jimmy to 
have this opportunity, stating “I hope we pack the house that night and let Jimmy’s 
skills SHINE! I feel awareness is so important and the more people that are around 
Jimmy and others….. love them more than they ever could imagine”.  Well, pack the 
Brickhouse is just what Jimmy’s family, friends, and fans did last night to show their 
support for Jimmy and his dreams of learning restaurant management, hopefully to 
one day own a restaurant.  The great number of community members, not just from 
Charleston, but surrounding towns like Mattoon and Arcola, is a rewarding proof to 
Jimmy that his efforts to bring awareness for empowering individuals with special 
needs, highlighting their capabilities, and bringing about change for inclusion are 
effective.   Congratulations Jimmy Peterlich on your great success and feel proud of 
your bravery to seek out your dreams.    
All told, the Brickhouse Restaurant, with support and additional funds from owner, 
Representative Reggie Phillips, was $1000.  Along with $500 in donations from pa-
trons of the Brickhouse Restaurant that evening in support of Jimmy Peterlich, the 
total donations provided to Special Olympics Illinois Area 9 was $1500.  Sincere ap-
preciation goes out to all the individuals that made such generous contributions, in-
cluding Representative Phillips, Brickhouse Restaurant manager, Paul Mejdrich, and 
the community.  

The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today. - H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 



 

Athlete Highlight 

On Friday, August 5th, 

Brian Trickett, Athlete 

from the Lawrence-

Crawford Association 

for Exceptional Citizens 

competed in the Area 

12 Golf Qualifier and 

won Gold in 9-Hole 

Men’s competition.  Bri-

an will advance to the 

State Golf tournament 

at the Special Olympics 

Illinois Outdoor Sports 

Festival on September 

10th-11th at Hickory 

Point Golf Course in 

Forsythe, IL.  Best of 

luck to you Brian at 

State! 

On Saturday, August 6th, six softball teams consisting of public service men and women, in-

cluding police officers, firemen, ambulance service personnel, law enforcement dispatchers, 

and former/present military, gathered at Hendelmeyer Park in Effingham to play tournament 

softball games, not only for the bragging rights trophy and medals, but more importantly, to 

raise funds and awareness for the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois.  Although this was the 

first Public Service Softball Challenge, the fundraiser was a huge hit for the players, Special 

Olympics athletes that attended the event, and crowds that gathered to watch the games.  

Christopher Thies, Chief of the Toledo Police Department and organizer of this fundraising 

event, diligently recruited teams, solicited in-kind donations of food and hospitality items for 

the day, and ensured the players had entertainment and souvenir options available in be-

tween games.  Chief Thies reported, “Everyone who played has said they had a blast and are 

looking forward to playing next year.  It’s my goal to have more teams and grow the event as 

much as possible”.   

The Public Service Softball Challenge was able to raise $1,800.00 this year for Special Olym-

pics Illinois.  These funds are utilized to provide free sports competitions and trainings, 

health and wellness programs, as well as socialization opportunities, throughout the year for 

the athletes participating in Area 9 Special Olympics Sports.  Without the dedication and 

commitment of Chris Thies and other to assist in fundraising efforts for Special Olympics Illi-

nois, a non-profit charitable organization, the Special Olympics athletes would not be able to 

have these opportunities.   A sincere appreciation and gratitude to Chris and the Public Ser-

vices providers that made the day such a fun and successful event.  



Athletes “STRIKE” It GOLD at the  

Area 9 Bowling Competition 
Check out the Competition Results at https://www.soill.org/wp-content/

uploads/2013/04/2016-Area-9-Bowling-Results.pdf and you can see the Gold medal win-

ners who will be advancing to the Sectional Bowling Competition on Sunday, November 

6th, 2016 in Fairview Heights, IL.  Also, feel free to browse the amazing pictures of the 

day taken by Theresa Rhodes of T-Rose Photography and several great coaches at  

https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1726359930962515  

https://www.soill.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/2016-Area-9-Bowling-Results.pdf
https://www.soill.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/2016-Area-9-Bowling-Results.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1726359930962515
https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1726359930962515


COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS  

2016 TOSS 

Tonja Arthur, Mattoon 

 

John Covington, Mattoon 

 

Peggy Dow, Mattoon 

 

Rick & Dalena Hall, Mattoon 

 

Teresa Metzger, Mattoon 

 

Leann Polston, Mattoon 

 

Rebecca Polston, Mattoon 

 

Catherine Rogers-Bovard, 

Mattoon 

 

Shady Raboin, Mattoon 

 

Lissa Skocy, Mattoon 

 

Mark & Moni Sheehan,  

Mattoon 

 

Colleen VanGundy, Trilla 

 

Celeste Webb, Mattoon 



Coaches Corner 

●  Special Olympics Family Festival is  Saturday, September 

17th, 2016.  Information about the day can be found at 

www.consolidated.com/soff .  Also Friends-for-a-day are 

needed.  Register at www.consolidated.com/soffvolunteer 

● Area 9 Volleyball Qualifier is Sunday, September 18th, 

2016 at St. Anthony’s High School in Effingham, IL start-

ing with games at 10:00am.  Come cheer on the 14 teams 

that will be competing for GOLD!! 

● The 7th Annual Taste of Something Special is Thursday, 

October 13th, 2016 from 5pm-8pm at the WalkWay in 

Mattoon.  Tickets are on sale in advance for $15. 

● District Bocce is Saturday, October 15th, 2016 in High-

land, IL.  Area 9 teams competing include Marion County 

Horizon Center, Olney Rebels, Camp New Hope, Shel-

byville Schools, and Windsor Schools.  YEAH! 

 2016 District D Snowshoeing Event Date – Sunday, De-
cember 11, 2016 at Rolland Lewis Community Building, 
Veteran’s Memorial Park,  800 S. 27th Street, Mt. Vernon 
62864 

 Sports Rosters Due to AD’s – Tuesday, October 4 

 Entries Due to Area 14 – Tuesday, November 8 

 Proofs out to Coaches – Tuesday, November 15 

 Corrections/Scratches Due to Area 14 – Tuesday,  November 22 

 

Vanessa L. Duncan  

Area 9 Director, Special Olympics Illinois 

520 Jackson Street, Charleston, IL 61920 

PH. (217) 345-2424    FAX (217) 345-2598 

Email:  vduncan@soill.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9 

Don’t Forget Basketball  

Season Starts with practices 

in October & First Games in 

November!! 

http://www.consolidated.com/soff
http://www.consolidated.com/soffvolunteer
http://www.facebook.com/SOILLArea9

