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The Chicago Ducky Derby 
is a signature fundraising event for 

Special Olympics Illinois.  This year marks our 
13th year and promises to be our best yet!  

On August 9, 2018*, thousands of 
spectators will watch 60,000 yellow rubber 

ducks splash into the Chicago River and race  
towards the finish line.  Race Day kicks off 

 at 10am at 400 North Michigan Ave 
(The Wrigley Building) with entertainment 

for the entire family!

WHY DO PEOPLE GIVE?
The #1 reason that people give? 

Because you ask them!  
Your enthusiasm for Special Olympics Illinois 

and the 
Chicago Ducky Derby is your best asset!



What is a Duck Sales Team?

Team Leader - The team leader is responsible for registering the team, coordinating team sales, 
acting as a liaison to Special Olympics Illinois staff, and keeping the rest of the team energized and 
inspired!

Team Members - The more, the merrier!  Team members can be from the same company, 
organization, family or group.  Ducks sold can be tracked individually under your team listing.
 
Team Name - Be creative, but remember to choose a name that’s readily recognizable by your 
group and your sales prospects.

Timeframe - Start selling now!  Promotional efforts have already begun and will continue through 
race day.  The media campaign will kick-off the beginning of July, with street banners, newspaper 
ads, radio and TV public service announcements, etc.  Duck sales will continue until approximately 
12:30pm on race day. 

A Duck Derby Sales Team is a group of friends, family, students, co-workers or anyone who wants 
to join forces to raise money for Special Olympics Illinois!  Duck Derby Sales Teams leverage their 
respective networks - from fellow employees, customers, vendors, and clients to family, neighbors 
and friends - in an effort to sell as many duck adoptions as possible.

Over 70% of the ducks that are adopted and are sold by teams!  

Our goal this year is 60,000 ducks in the river - we need you 
and your team members to make it happen!



Online - Visit www.chicagoduckrace.com to adopt a duck.  Be sure to select the team you would 
like to receive credit for the sale.  Team Captains will receive a direct link to their team page.  Share 
this link with your social networks. All sales made through this link will be credited to your team!  

Adoption Papers - Each team will be provided with a supply of “adoption papers” or sales 
brochures.  These papers will be coded to your team so you will get credit for the ducks you sell.

     • One adoption paper per person regardless of the number of ducks purchased
     • Adopters must be age 18 or over
     • Contact information must be complete and legible
     • Tear the form at the perforation; place it in the envelope
     • Give the purchaser the top portion of the entry form
     • Place the money collected in the envelope with the entry form
     • Write your team name on the envelope along with the amount collected
     • Mail the forms to our office or call us to have them picked up

Sales are also accepted by credit card over the phone or by mail.  

How To Adopt a Duck

Duck Adoptions are only $5!  For every duck 
you adopt, you will be entered into the race giving 
you a chance to win one of our fabulous prizes 
including a 2018 Chevy Equinox and a 3 night 
All-Inclusive Apple Vacation to Riviera Maya!   
The more you adopt, the better your chances of 
winning!  Plus, your donation benefits the lives of 
more than 23,000 Special Olympics Illinois  
athletes! 

Duck Adoption - $5 
Quack Pack - $25 (adopt 5, 6th duck is free!)

Flock of Ducks - $100 (adopt 20, get 4 ducks free!)

Decade of Ducks Donor - $1,000 
            (adopt 200, get 40 ducks free!)



How Does it Work?
Prior to the race, all ducks will have been tagged with a number corresponding to an individual who “adopted” the 
duck at a cost of $5.  The lucky owners of the first ducks to cross the finish line will win one of our exciting grand 
prizes.  This year’s prizes include a 2018 Chevy Equinox, $2,500 cash and a 3 night All-Inclusive Apple Vacation to 
Riviera Maya!  Plus, other fabulous prize!  See our website for full details.

Who Does it Benefit?
Since 2006, the Duck Derby has raised over 2 million dollars to benefit more than 23,000 athletes and nearly 
20,000 Young Athletes of Special Olympics Illinois.  Your support allows the athletes to participate, at no cost, in 
the sport of their choice.  

How much is a duck adoption?
Single Adoption - $5
Quack Pack - $25 (6 ducks for the price of 5) 
Flock of Ducks - $100 (24 ducks for price of 20) 
Decade of Ducks Donor - $1,000 (240 for the price of 200)

Each adoption gives you a chance to win an amazing prize!

2018 Chicago Ducky Derby FAQ’s

The Chicago Ducky Derby is a signature fundraising event for Special Olympics Illinois.  This year marks our 13th 
year and promises to be our best yet!  On August 9, 2018*, thousands of spectators will watch 60,000 yellow  
rubber ducks splash into the Chicago River in downtown Chicago and race towards the finish line.  Race Day kicks 
off at 10am at 400 North Michigan Ave (The Wrigley Building) with entertainment for the entire family!

What is the Chicago Ducky Derby?



How do I turn in my duck adoption money?
Please turn money in on a regular basis to the Lombard office of Special Olympics Illinois (500 Waters Edge Ste 
100, Lombard, IL 60148).  You can send it to us or we can have someone pick it up from your home or office. 
Please turn any sales in quickly!  Your team sales totals will be updated as soon as the money is processed and 
entered into our system.  

Who should checks be made out to?  
Checks should be made payable to Special Olympics Illinois and sent to: 
 Special Olympics Illinois 
 Attn:  Duck Derby 
 500 Waters Edge Ste 100 
 Lombard, IL  60148

How do my ducks get in the water? 
One week prior to the race, volunteers from the community come together and place numbered tags on the  
bottom of every duck that plans to race.  Our friends at the Village of Bridgeview provide the dump truck that 
gets all the ducks into the river!

Will I get a copy of my duck’s tag number? 
We can’t give you your tag number because we won’t know it until we run the Mix Report right before the race.

What is the minimum amount that I need to raise to participate?
There is no minimum to participate, but our goal is 60,000 ducks and every duck adoption sold helps!

What is the minimum number of people that can be on a team?
There is no minimum or maximum number of people that can be on a team.  We encourage groups to gather as 
many people as possible to sell duck adoptions on behalf of Special Olympics Illinois!

Absolutely!  You have the ability to customize your team page on the website with a picture (or corporate logo) 
and information about your team and its members.  Contact Krissy at kwollak@soill.org for assistance.  

Can I customize our team page?  

2018 Chicago Ducky Derby FAQ’s

Do I need to be present to win? 
You do not need to be present to win.  Winners will be contacted shortly after the race.  Be sure that your contact 
information is clearly written on your adoption form.  Please visit our website www.chicagoduckrace.com for a 
full set of rules.  



Sample Emails/Facebook Posts

Help me support Special Olympics Illinois by adopting a duck in the 13th Annual Chicago Ducky  
Derby!  All proceeds benefit the more than 23,000 athletes and nearly 20,000 Young  
Athletes across Illinois.  I have sent a personal fundraising goal of (INSERT NUMBER OF DUCKS OR 
$AMOUNT).  Plus, for every $5 duck that you adopt, you’re entered to win a fabulous prize!  
To make a donation go to:  www.chicagoduckrace.com

Have you ever seen 60,000 yellow rubber ducks be dumped into a river?  What a sight to see!  
Help me make this year’s Chicago Ducky Derby the most successful year ever.  By adopting a duck 
for only $5, you will be entered to win fabulous prizes, like a 2018 Chevy Equinox, $2,500 cash or a 
3 night All-Inclusive Apple Vacation to Riviera Maya, and also help support the athletes of Special 
Olympics Illinois! To make a donation go to:  www.chicagoduckrace.com

The Ducks are Coming!  Get in on the fun and adopt a duck for Special Olympics Illinois!  On 
Thursday, August 9, 2018, we’ll be dumping 60,000 yellow rubber ducks into the Chicago River.  
Why?  To raise funds and awareness for the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois!  Plus, you’re 
entered to win some amazing prizes!  It’s a great time and a great cause!  To make a donation go to:  
www.chicagoduckrace.com

Are you feeling lucky?  Adopt a duck for only $5 and you could be the winner of a new car (or other 
fabulous prizes)!  Your support of the Chicago Ducky Derby helps transform the lives of the athletes 
of Special Olympics Illinois.  To make a donation go to: www.chicagoduckrace.com

www.facebook.com/WindyCityRubberDuckyDerby 
#CHIDUCKYDERBY

www.facebook.com/specialolympicsillinois
www.twitter.com/SO_Illinois

www.instagram.com/specialolympicsillinois 
www.youtube.com/SOillinois

Connect with Us!



Sales Tips

Create a list of EVERYONE you know.  Do you say “no” for anyone - send them the 
email/letter and let them decide.  

Make sure you “ask”.  Always include a call to action in your correspondence.  
Don’t just tell people what you’re doing, ask for their help!  Emphasize that all 
adoptions matter.

Remind them of the wonderful prizes that adopters can win - including a 2018 Chevy 
Equinox, $2,500 cash and a 3 night All-Inclusive Apple Vacation to Riviera Maya!

Tell your story.  If you’re raising funds in honor of a family member, friend or other 
acquaintance with an intellectual disability - let them know!  Put your heart into the 
message - people who know you will want to donate and help support your cause.

Direct people to your online page:  A direct link to your team page will be provided 
to you.  Remind your supporters to adopt using this link or to select your team name.

Include a link to your team page in your email signature.  
 
Utilize Facebook and other social media.  Post messages about your fundraising 
progress and include links to your team website.  

Ask your company to get involved.  See if they will let you promote the Duck Derby 
in your office lobby, company picnic, company newsletter or display posters in your 
breakroom or at your desk.  Corporate sponsorships are also available. 

Create Competition.  Develop a friendly sales competition between office depart-
ments, locations or floors.

Ask local businesses to put up a poster or display adoption papers. See if they want 
to support the Duck Race as an adopter or sponsor.

Send a reminder.  Keep a list of those who adopt a duck (we can provide this to you 
from our website) and remind those who haven’t yet adopted.  Update them on how 
much more you have to reach your goal.  

Say Thank You.  Thank you is a powerful word.  Acknowledge each adoption, no 
matter how large or small, with an email or thank you card.



WHO WE ARE:  Our mission is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of 
Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing 
opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing 
of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

OUR HISTORY:  Special Olympics began in 1968 right here in Chicago, when the First International Special 
Olympics Games were held at Soldier Field.  One thousand athletes with intellectual disabilities from 26 
states and Canada competed in track & field and aquatics.  Today, more than 23,000 athletes with 
intellectual disabilities and nearly 20,000 Young Athletes ages 2 – 7 with and without intellectual 
disabilities are served through Special Olympics Illinois with the help of more than 48,000 volunteers.  
Special Olympics has become a truly global movement with more than 4.5 million athletes from more than 
170 countries competing through programs accredited by Special Olympics, Inc. based in Washington, D.C.

THE PROGRAM:  Special Olympics helps empower people with intellectual disabilities to realize their full 
potential. Special Olympics athletes enhance their physical fitness and motor skills while building self-
confidence, friendships and social skills.  Special Olympics athletes carry these benefits with them into their 
daily lives at home, in the classroom, on the job and in the community.  Families who participate become 
stronger as they learn a greater appreciation of their athlete’s abilities.  Volunteers help in every aspect of 
the program and derive great satisfaction from contact with the athletes and their families.  Members of the 
community learn to recognize and value the contributions of people with intellectual disabilities.

ALL YEAR LONG…AND IT’S FREE!  There are training and competition opportunities every day throughout 
the year. Our programs are free to all eligible athletes and are possible thanks to the generous support from 
individuals and businesses who believe in Special Olympics athletes. Financial support comes almost exclu-
sively from individuals, corporations, foundations and special events.  We receive no government funding 
and we are not a United Way organization.  
 

Facts About Special Olympics Illinois



Shelley Chenoweth 
Director, Corporate Partnerships

schenoweth@soill.org
630.942.5619

Special Olympics Illinois 
500 Waters Edge, Ste 100 

Lombard, IL  60148
www.soill.org

 

www.chicagoduckrace.com


