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Special Olympics Illinois is delighted to participate as one of 18 benefiting charities in the Chicago 
Auto Show’s First Look for Charity on February 10, 2017.  This annual black-tie affair provides 
attendees with a “first look” at the nation’s largest auto show before it opens to the public.  SOILL 
ticket purchasers are invited to attend a private reception at McCormick Place including appetizers, 
drinks and complimentary coat check.

CrossFit and Special Olympics Illinois are joining forces to host a RowRaiser fundraiser on July 8.  
Teams of 10 will row the distance of a marathon (26.2 miles) on a row machine, competing for the 
fastest time.  The event will take place at 17 locations throughout the state, with an Opening 
Ceremony set at 9 am for each location.  More details are available at www.rowraiser.com. 

Nelarusky is a Pre-Lollapalooza concert held annually in Chicago.  This year’s headliner is Jon Bellion.   
Past bands featured Imagine Dragons and Icona Pop!  Don’t miss out - tickets sell out quickly!  
August 1.  

The 12th anniversary of the Windy City Rubber Ducky Derby will be held on August 3, 2017.  The 
Duck Derby is a signature event for Special Olympics Illinois!  Since 2006, the Duck Derby has raised 
over $2 million for the athletes of SOILL!  Race day kicks off at Michigan Avenue (near the Wrigley 
Building and Pioneer Ct) with entertainment for the entire family, media personalities, and sports 
mascots interacting with the race enthusiasts as they adopt ducks to win spectacular prizes such as a 
new car or a vacation package.   

Change for Champions!  Visit Jewel Osco stores in Illinois during July and donate to help support the 
22,000 Special Olympics athletes continue participating in Illinois.  

Join us for the 4th Annual Coaster Challenge at Six Flags Great America.  Participants fundraise and 
ride the distance of a 5k, 10k, Half Marathon or Marathon (26.2 miles) on Six Flags Great America’s 
world class roller coasters!  September 24, 2017.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Inspire Greatness Gala, which is a premier Chicago charity 
gala event.  This spectacular black-tie event celebrates the mission of Special Olympics and the 
founding of the Special Olympics movement in Chicago.  The evening includes cocktails, dinner, 
Live/Silent auctions and dancing and will be held on October 21, 2017.  



2017 TORCH RUN EVENTS
Polar Plunge - February - March 2017 - Support Special Olympics athletes by taking a flying leap - into the frigid 
waters of an Illinois lake.  In 2017, there will be 22 locations across the state.  Participants raise donations from friends, family 
and co-workers in exchange for jumping into the icy waters in the middle of winter.  In 2016, more than $1.9 million was raised 
by more than 6,480 plungers.  www.plungeillinois.com 

Dunkin’ Donuts Cop on the Rooftop Fundraiser - May 19
For the 15th year in a row, police officers will once again be staking out the rooftops of Dunkin’ Donuts across the state to 
heighten awareness and raise donations for the Law Enforcement Torch Run benefiting Special Olympics Illinois.  

Spare Change for Real Change - week of July 20
Officers will grab collection buckets and hit street corners, stores, restaurants or any other place of high traffic and ask each 
person to make a donation to Special Olympics Illinois.

Texas Roadhouse - July 27 (Central and Southern Areas) - July 28 (Northern Areas)
Local law enforcement officers will be serving you lunch.  Simply leave a donation at your table and 100% of your donation will 
go to Special Olympics Illinois.

Torch Run Shop ‘n Save T-Shirt Days - August 24-26 *
Local law enforcement will be selling Torch Run t-shirts and other merchandise at all Illinois Shop ’n Save locations as part of 
this annual promotion.  Be sure to stop by your nearest Shop ‘n Save and support the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special 
Olympics Illinois.  *Date tentative

Torch Run Truck Convoy - Troy - Sept 9 ; Hoffman Estates - August 26; Tinley Park - October 7
Join America’s compassionate army of truck drivers as the nation’s law enforcement community escorts the World’s Largest 
Truck Convoy fundraising event across the nation to raise money for Special Olympics athletes and change attitudes about 
people with disabilities. *Date tentative

Torch Run Plane Pull at O’Hare International Airport - September 16
The Plane Pull is an extreme team sport of play tug-of--war with a UPS Airbus A300 aircraft weighing more than 198,000 
pounds.  That’s right - the plane weighs more than 99 tons!  Why pull a plane?  Sure, it sounds crazy, but it’s fun, competitive 
and a team-building experience!  Plus, it raises funds and awareness for Special Olympics Illinois.  Create a team to build 
camaraderie and test your muscle!  Recruit your co-workers, friends from the gym, church group, teammates, friends, 
family...anyone can do it!

Torch Run Plane Pull at Southern Illinois Airport - October 7
The Plane Pull features the ultimate man versus machine battle as teams of up to 8 play tug-of-war with SIU Aviation’s 737, 
weighing nearly 60,000 lbs. That’s right, the plane weighs nearly 30 tons!

Law Enforcement Torch Run Harley Davidson Raffle - January - October 2017 
Raffles tickets are sold from January through October.  The winner will take home a 2017 Harley Davidson!  To date, $1.3 
million has been raised through this raffle for the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois. Drawing will be held October 2017.

Culver’s ButterBurgers & Badges - August 10
Culver’s in various Illinois locations will feature local law enforcement officers providing table service for guests and will 
collect tips for their service, which along with one dollar for every purchase of any size concrete mixer, will benefit Special 
Olympics.  In addition, local Special Olympics athletes will be on-hand to meet and greet guests and sign autographs.  


