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Coffee for Champions is an exciting and fun event to benefit the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois.  

As part of this event, law enforcement personnel and volunteers rally the community to raise funds and 

awareness for Special Olympics Illinois. While taking to the rooftops is no longer required as part of this 

partnership, departments are still encouraged to stalk out the rooftops IF possible to do so in a safe manner.    
 

The safety and wellbeing of our volunteers and athletes is always our first priority. It is the responsibility of the 

LETR coordinating officer to ensure that all possible precautions are taken to ensure the safety of participants.   
 

All volunteers MUST SIGN this Waiver of Liability prior to helping the morning of the event.  

Completed waivers should be returned to Special Olympics Illinois within 1 week of the event.  
 

Below is a listing of Safety Best Practices when coordinating a Cop on a Rooftop event.  
 

Best Practices 

LETR Coordinating Officers should work with their local Dunkin’ management to determine safe access to the 

rooftop.  Access varies greatly with each location so please reach out prior to the day of the event.   

 

 If a ladder is utilized, ensure that a second volunteer is holding the ladder whenever in use  

 Consider contacting your Fire Department to assist with roof access that day 
 

Individuals on the rooftop should wear an OSHA approved harness that is properly tied off to help minimize the 

chances for injuries or death due to slips or falls.  

 

Communication should be available between the individuals on the roof and the ground crew (i.e. cell phone, 

hand held radios, etc) 

 

Ensure all local authorities are aware of the event and proper permits have been secured.  

 

Weather Guidelines 

Cop on a Rooftop is a rain or shine event. In the case of rain, coordinating officers may opt to convert the event 

to a Spare Change event in which volunteers will collect donations from the ground only!  

 

If any of the following conditions exist, the roof access should be suspended and individuals moved to a safe 

location: 

 

1. The facility lightning detection device provides an alert 
2. If no lightning detection device then, the first flash of lightning, clap of thunder and/or other 

criteria such as increasing winds or darkening skies 
 

Outside activity may not be resumed for at least 30 minutes after both the last sound of thunder and last 
flash of lightning.  



  

Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Illinois 
605 E. Willow St., Normal IL  61761 
Tel 1-800-394-0562  Fax 309-888-2570  www.soill.org 
 

Coffee for Champions 

Safety Best Practices 

#Coffeeforchampions 

 
Illinois 

 
 
 
If an accident/injury occurs please:  
 

 Immediately use your cell phone and Dial 911 stating the type of emergency and location 

 Assign someone to meet and lead the medical person to the individual having the crisis 

 If applicable for the event, contact on-site medical to assist with First Aid/CPR 

 If there is no on-site medical, commence First Aid/CPR, if you are competent to do so…if not, determine 

those in the immediate vicinity who are. 

 Make the individual comfortable (move the public away from the area where this person is located) 

 Assign someone to stay with the person 

 If applicable, alert venue security 

 If the Department Liaison is not a part of this situation by this point, alert them now 

 
Department Liaison will make all decisions or designate someone to make decisions from this point 

 If this has not occurred yet, assess the situation and whether to continue or cancel the event  

 Identify if there is a need for a family member to be notified of the persons condition (this may also be 

done by the medical personnel on site 

 Contact Special Olympics Illinois immediately: 

o Jim Fitzpatrick, Senior Director of Development – Torch Run,  

Cell: 309-531-0456 

jfitzpatrick@soill.org 

 

o Sandy Nash, Director of Development – Torch Run, 

Cell: 618-974-9010 

snash@soill.org 

 

 Complete a First Report of Accident/Incident and email to Special Olympics Illinois within 12 hours of 

the accident/injury 

 

How to handle media: 
 

Department Liaisons, volunteers and staff not authorized to speak on behalf of Special Olympics Illinois. 
During or after an incident, if Media approach you please respond with…”I am not authorized to comment, but I 
can have someone contact you soon”. Then immediately let Jim/Sandy know that the media approached you 
and they will take it from that point. Never say, “No Comment” as that indicates that we have something to hide 
and we do not. Under any circumstances, you are not required to answer any questions from the media.  
 

 

mailto:jfitzpatrick@soill.org
mailto:snash@soill.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wcHytjxzXcLcngrX7WekkyS1aqalWWD2
mailto:jfitzpatrick@soill.org;%20snash@soill.org
mailto:snash@soill.org;%20jfitzpatrick@soill.org

