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"I am no longer just a child with autism.  
I am no longer a victim of bullying.  I am 
a voice.  I am important.  I am a great 
investment.  I am an amazing Global 
Messenger.  I am part of an amazing 
team and I'm very proud of all the 
medals I've won."   
 

- ALEX HUEGEN, SPECIAL OLYMPICS ILLINOIS ATHLETE



President and CEO, Special Olympics Illinois

MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

You may think of Special Olympics as a once a 
year event; many people still do. As a matter 
of fact, Special Olympics Illinois stages nearly 
300 competitive events across the state and 
throughout the year. That means there’s 
something Special Olympics related going on – 
and probably not too far from you – almost every 
day!

Special Olympics Illinois is doing everything in 
its power to make sure any athlete who wants 
to participate gets the chance to do so. It’s all 
about accessibility. We embrace a philosophy of 
‘no charge to participate’ for our athletes and 
continue to adopt or expand initiatives that make 
it easier for families and agencies to become 
active in Special Olympics.    

We  had our 17th consecutive year of growth and 
there were a number of program enhancements 
and expansions which will provide the roadmap 
for connecting more athletes with Special 
Olympics this year and beyond. 

The Young Athletes Program continues to serve 
as an excellent introduction to our program and 
the transition rates are increasing every year. 
We have also launched two sports options that 
will help with outreach. The Player Development 
Model will be targeted towards individuals who 
would historically not be able to participate 
within the rules that currently exist due to their 
diagnosis. And fl ag football continues to grow 
and generates interest in all age groups. Special 
Olympics Illinois will need to continue to look at 
opportunities to reach more families and fi nd 

new ways to help partnering agencies overcome 
their fi nancial gaps and uncertainty.

This annual report is a comprehensive look at 
those and other accomplishments from 2015. 
Thanks to the loyal support of our champions in 
the community, Special Olympics Illinois had our 
17th consecutive year of growth, serving 22,003 
traditional athletes and 20,473 Young Athletes 
and Peer Partners. We also ended the year at $13 
million in revenue. 

Thanks to the generosity of those friends and 
partners included here-in, who are really a 
sample of the thousands who make our work 
possible, helped the organization advance 
its mission and serve more athletes, all while 
making investments and gains toward larger 
organizational goals.

We hope you take pride in what your support 
is making possible and the impact it is having. 
Every year we learn a little more about what 
our athletes need and what they’re capable of 
contributing.  

"Many times I am asked “What makes Special Olympics 
so special?” The easy answer is the athletes of 
Special Olympics and their can-do attitude, courage, 
determination and sportsmanship." 
- DAVE BREEN, PRESIDENT & CEO



$4.1M
Raised by  

Law Enforcement Torch Run

$0
charged to athletes to participate

HIGHLIGHTS

17th Consecutive Year of Growth

120  
Athlete Leaders gave more than 345 

presentations to audiences  
totaling 30,000+

3,319 
athletes over 50 years old

295 
Competitions held throughout  

the state

"Special Olympics helped 
my self-confidence and 
continues to help me grow in 
lots of different ways."
- KELLI EWBANK, ATHLETE



17th Consecutive Year of Growth

45,000
Volunteers

3 
Board of Directors positions are 
filled by Special Olympics Illinois 

athletes

"We love seeing the proud 
smiles on the athletes' faces 
and talking to them about 
their accomplishments.  But 
most all, we love the hugs!"
- THERESA STOKLOSA, MOTHER OF ATHLETE

3,669
Free health screenings provided 

through Healthy Athletes

125
Schools across the state have 

adopted Project UNIFY



Statement of Financial Activities

Revenues, Gains and Other Support	 2014	 2015

Total Revenue Gains and other support	 $10,509,577	 $13,955,151

Expenses

Program Services	  7,963,196	 $10,738,462 

Fundraising	 2,233,765  	 2,443,874

Management and General 	 651,475 	 691,504

Total Expenses	 $10,848,436	 $13,873,840

Increase in Net Surplus/(Deficit)	 $(338,859)	 $81,311
EIN # 36-2922811

77.41%  
of Our Budget Goes to Program Expenses

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

"Special Olympics is a place 
where she can excel, a place 
where she can try to do her 
best, a place where she can  
learn new things."
- ROMA WEEKS, GRANDMOTHER OF ATHLETE



FAMILY
By Stacie McManus, mother of Special Olympics 
athlete Jacob McManus

I confess to have started writing this wrap up 
for World Games about 5 different times. Each 
time I find myself unable to find the words to 
adequately express what is in my heart and my 
head. How do we thank the people who spent 
countless hours in cold barns and sweltering heat 
over the years? 
 
There are so many who have worked with Jake 
since he took his first steps astride. How do we 
thank the “angels” who gave us a vision for Jake’s 
future? Those who helped create the road map 
to strive for the best, fullest future possible for 
our little man. How do we thank the teachers, 
therapists, mentors, friends and family? The 
many who taught us, pushed us and encouraged 
us to have high expectations for our amazing 
son. How do we thank the strangers and friends, 
clients and co-workers, neighbors and family near 
and far who cheered?  
 
The joy and panic of watching Jake compete 
in the Special Olympics World Games was 
indescribable. The pride and awe of seeing him 
shine continues to give me chills just thinking 
about it. The emotion connected to seeing 
him struggle and overcome obstacles, big and 
small, during this process was intense. We could 
tell story upon story of the ways in which this 
journey should have been impossible. Ultimately, 
the blessings of so many wonderful people 
in our lives, and our belief that Jake is truly 
wonderful, made this all not just possible but an 
overwhelming triumph on many levels. 
 
Above all, the achievements of his success belong 
to Jake for his hard work and determination. We 
are forever grateful for the experiences Jake has 
had. The love and support shown to him and our 
family has been a gift. Our “village” continues 
to grow and we are so indebted and thankful to 
have you.

But please remember that the daily struggle 
of so many families like ours is hard. The path 
is not easy for so many and we are fortunate in 
so many ways others are not. Someone asked 
me the other day what my “takeaway” from the 
experience was and all I can say is “reach out.” 
You have been part of the reason for our success 
and we know you can make an impact for others 
as well going forward. 
 
Make a friend if you are in school, ask a mom 
or dad how you can help if you think they are 
struggling or hire a person with special needs 
so they can live a full and valuable life. We know 
the difference that can be made with the effort 
to make a connection; we have benefitted so 
much from the people in our lives. So please, 
remember the good vibes and emotions we 
all feel today and let’s all pay it forward and 
CHANGE the future for so many in need. 
 
With immense thanks and undying gratitude,

Stacie & Michael McManus

Jacob McManus, 2015 World Games equestrian athlete



 

WORLD GAMES

Breanna Bogucki, another Special Olympics Illinois athlete, 
was honored to be asked by Coca-Cola to join O.A.R. lead 
singer Marc Roberge along with singing sensation Cody 
Simpson to record a song for World Games. “Reach Up” is an 
uplifting anthem of encouragement dedicated to people of 
all abilities and they performed it at the Opening Ceremony 
at the Coliseum.  Prior to participating with Special Olympics, 
Bree rarely left the house, said her mother Mary Ellen.  Now, 
she’s got self-confidence, lots of friends, teammates and 
opportunities she never dreamed she’d have!

In July, 24 Special Olympics Illinois athletes and 
coaches attended the 2015 World Summer Games 
in Los Angeles as part of the Special Olympics 
USA team.  Once there, they joined 6,500 athletes 
from 165 nations, competing in 25 sports.   

For some, this was their first trip away from 
home, for others, their first time on an airplane. 
We are proud that every Illinois athlete returned 
home with a medal!  Making this journey was 
the experience of a lifetime and won’t soon be 
forgotten by our athletes or their families.

Breanna Bogucki (left), performing with O.A.R. at the Opening Ceremony

Special Olympics Illinois athlete 
Daniel Smrokowski or “Podman Dan," 
made the trip to Los Angeles for 
World Games as a journalist.  Daniel 
has his own Podcast called "Special 
Chronicles" which is a pioneering new 
media company that gives respect 
and a voice to people with intellectual 
disabilities.  One of the highlights of 
his trip was being among the press 
allowed down on the field during 
the Opening Ceremony at the L.A. 
Memorial Coliseum. What an honor, as 
a Special Olympics athlete, podcaster 
and journalist.  

Coaches, families and friends gathered downtown 
Chicago to send off the 2015 Team USA Illinois

Daniel Smrokowksi 
reporting from  
World Games

2015 Team USA Bronze Medal Soccer Team



HEALTHY ATHLETES
Special Olympics Illinois makes it possible for over 3,500 
youth and young adults with intellectual disabilities to 
participate in free screenings of vision, hearing, dental, 
fitness, and physical health.

Healthy Athletes screenings allow us to coordinate 
primary health services between health care providers 
- doctors, clinicians, therapists - and student and adult 
athletes in a familiar setting and with little extraneous 
effort. This helps remove barriers to participation and 
supports ongoing practices that give our athletes the 
edge to achieve more on the field of competition. 

When David Wargo, now 52, of Thayer received his free 
hearing aids in 2013, he was all smiles. David was the first 
athlete in Illinois to receive complimentary hearing aids from Special Olympics Healthy Hearing and 
Phonak’s Hear the World Foundation. 

David had participated in a Healthy Hearing screening at Summer Games and was referred for 
follow-up with an audiologist. David had been wearing a hearing aid in his right ear since 2010, but 
it turned out he needed two.

“His hearing had become worse due to his diabetes,” said his mother, Katherine Wargo. 

Their audiologist told Katherine how much better David would be able to hear with two hearing 
aids, adding the aids would really help with sports and allow David to hear all the sounds from all 
directions. “Now you can hear your coaches,” the audiologist told him.

The estimated value of the hearing aids, warranty and service was about $4,000 – well outside of 
the Wargo family budget. 

“I’m so glad I sent him through Healthy Athletes,” said Katherine. “I don’t know what we’d do with-
out Special Olympics. When we learned we were receiving these aids, we thought we’d never been 
that lucky.”

David being fitted for new hearing aid

"I know for a fact that what we do makes a difference in the lives 
of the families and of the athletes and that's why I do what I do 
every year!"  
- MARY POCUIS, LONGTIME SUPER PLUNGE PARTICIPANT AND TORCH RUN MEMBER



Contributors

CONTRIBUTORS

"It is so inspiring to see how much the athletes accomplish through 
hard work and determination, while maintaining a positive attitude 
and, most importantly, having fun!" 
- LAUREN MUNSON, MARKETING MANAGER, TWO MEN & A TRUCK
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"When I was a little girl there were some who doubted I would ever 
learn to walk.  At Special Olympics they knew that someday I would run." 
- ALLIE RENINGER, ATHLETE



“Let me win.  
But if I cannot win, 

let me be brave 
in the attempt.”

-Special Olympics athlete oath



Officers
Jim Corrigan, Chair 
Investment Advisor 
Ausdal Financial Partners 
 
Jenny Fortner, Vice 
Chair/Chair Elect 
Managing Director 
Goldman Sachs & Co.

Suzanne Thompson, 
Immediate Past Chair 
Retired  - Special Education 
Teacher 
Grundy County Special 
Education

Jim Pieper, Treasurer 
Chief Accounting Officer 
TransUnion

Jean Ortega-Piron, 
Secretary 
Retired - Deputy Director 
Illinois DCFS

Tom Murray, 
Governance & 
Membership 
Retired - Executive Vice 
President 
Sargent & Lundy

 
Board Members 
Dave Breen 
President & CEO 
Special Olympics Illinois

Garrett Anderson 
Athlete 
NWSRA

Karen Atwood 
Executive Vice President, 
Service and Technology 
Health Care Service 
Corporation

Eric Baumann 
Athlete 
START/Choate

Jim Bednar 
Knights of Columbus

Jerry Cole 
CEO 
Mid America Group 
Services

Tom Cox 
Managing Director 
Seneca Partners, LLC

Mary Anne Ehlert 
Founder & CEO 
Protected Tomorrows

Tim Flaherty 
General Manager, ACS 
Operation, Advanced 
Components & Systems 
Caterpillar, Inc.

Tom Gillhouse 
Retired – Athletic Director 
Deerfield High School

Jim Ginsburgh 
Retired - Vice President 
Enterprise Systems, BP

Terrence J. Hancock 
President – Teamsters 
731, Vice President – 
Teamsters Joint Council 
25

Arlene Hosea 
Retired - Director, Campus 
Dining Services 
Illinois State University

Rep. Fran Hurley 
35th District 
 
Rob Johnson 
Anchor/Reporter 
CBS Television Studios

Russ Laine 
Retired - Chief of Police 
Algonquin Police Dept.

Adriana Llames-Kogelis 
Chief Digital Marketing 
Officer 
DEFENDER, ADT's 

Premier Provider

Sarah Meents 
Athlete 
C-U Special Recreation

Scott Paddock 
President 
Chicagoland Speedway 
& Route 66 Raceway

John Penn 
VP & Midwest Regional 
Manager 
Laborers International 
Union of North America

Jorge Ramirez 
President 
Chicago Federation of 
Labor

Chad Rollins 
Asst. Executive Director 
William BeDell ARC

Sharon Rossmark 
President and CEO 
Zayos Global Ventures, 
LLC

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Angelo Russo 
Partner 
McGuire Woods LLP

Tom Schell 
Executive Director 
South Chicago Parents 
and Friends, Inc.

Kathy Schniedwind 
Retired - Head Athletic 
Trainer 
Illinois State University

Mark Sheehan 
Owner 
Sheehan Construction

Bernita Thigpen 
Tax Managing Director 
KPMG

Tom Thompson 
Vice President 
Citizens Financial Group

Brian Vandenberg 
General Counsel 
7 wireVentures

"We have met the  
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Special Olympics Illinois  

State Headquarters 

605 E. Willow Street, Normal, IL 61761 

309-888-2551

Northern Office 

500 Waters Edge, Suite 100, Lombard, IL 60148 

630-942-5610

Southern Office 

1318 Mercantile Drive, Highland, IL 62249 

618-654-6680

Find us online and connect with Special Olympics 

Illinois as an athlete, coach, donor or fan 

Website: www.soill.org 
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Mike Kuhlin 
Director of 
Communications 
Voyage Financial Group

Dan Lange 
Senior Vice President, 
Illinois Region Head 
Wells Fargo Bank, NA

Jay Leonard 
Vice President 
Bernstein Global Wealth 
Management

John McDonough 
President & CEO 
Chicago Blackhawks

Jamie Parisi 
Retired - Chief Financial 
Officer and Senior 
Managing Director  
CME Group

Jim Pieper 
Chief Accounting Officer 
TransUnion

Ed Rafferty 
Retired - Superintendent 
Schaumburg School 
District

David Shane 
Partner in Charge, 
Financial Services Practice 
FGMK, LLC
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