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Mission
Provide year-round sports training and 
athletic competition in a variety of 
Olympic-type sports for children and 
adults with intellectual disabilities, giving 
them continuing opportunities to develop 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, 
experience joy and participate in a 
sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with 
their families, other Special Olympics 
athletes and the community. 

Vision
Special Olympics Illinois (SOILL) will 
be a global leader in shaping a culture 
where people with and without 
intellectual disabilities are fully 
integrated into the community by 
providing year-round opportunities in 
competitive sports, health education, 
leadership and personal development. 



letter 
FROM AN ATHLETE LEADER

Hi. My name is Susan Kuborn.

I started Special Olympics Illinois in 2002 
at age 11. The first team I was on was the 
Rockford Red Hots. I played with them for 
seven years. At 18, I joined the Rockford 
Special Olympics and have been on that team 
for 14 years now. I compete in basketball and 
track. My favorites are the 1500-meter run, 
mini javelin and the 4X400 relay.

Some amazing things have happened for me 
through the years that I never thought would 
happen. 

Now in 2023, I have become a part of the 
Gratitude Team and joined the 2022 Annual 
Report committee as part of the Athlete 
Leadership program.

Outside of Special Olympics Illinois, I ran my 
very first 5K with my cousin, Christopher. 
Christopher helped me train for the 
1500-meter run and helped me learn how to 
control my breathing. I am very excited to run 
another 5K race. 

I’m looking forward to many more 
opportunities to come with Special Olympics 
Illinois in the future. 

Athlete Leader

2018 
•	 I lit the cauldron at the 50th Anniversary 

Summer Games in Bloomington-Normal

•	 I went to Seattle for the USA Games to 
compete in athletics with Team Illinois

2019
•	 I went to Abu Dhabi to compete in 

athletics at the World Games

•	 My pastor Jeremy DeWeerdt and his 
wife Jennifer asked me to speak at three 
services at City First Church 

•	 I met Governor J.B. Pritzker and his wife 
Mary; we gave them special pins and 
received awards from them

•	 Special Olympics Illinois staff members, 
Trent G and Debbie Kelly from Region A, 
called me to the front of Spring Games to 
present me with the Cheri Bustos Award 
and Athlete of the Year

2020
•	 I was asked to join the Athlete Input 

Council for the 2022 USA Games in 
Orlando, Florida

2021
•	 I was asked to give a speech to the new 

Team Illinois that was going to the 2022 
USA Games in Orlando, Florida

2022
•	 I completed classes where I became a 

certified Athlete Leader and spokesperson 
for Special Olympics Illinois
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letter 
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Special Olympics Illinois Friends,

Back in the game. 

It was the predominant theme that carried us 
through 2022 as athletes, coaches, families, 
volunteers, and staff returned to the field 
of play. While our primary focus centered on 
reviving in-person sports and supplemental 
programming for athletes, the sharing of joy in 
being back in the game was evident among our 
greater community of families, volunteers, and 
donors, too. In 2022, as the world returned to a 
sense of normalcy, we were thrilled to 
do the same.

As you will learn through this Annual Report, 
2022 was a year spent revitalizing and 
returning to the traditional program offerings 
our athletes have grown accustomed to 
enjoying, in addition to exploring new areas of 
programmatic growth in leadership, wellness, 
eSports, workforce readiness, and school-based 
inclusion. The 190 sports competitions we 
held in 2022 throughout our 11 regions nearly 
matched pre-pandemic numbers. We resumed 
both in- and out-of-state travel to 
competitions such as the USA Games in 
Orlando, FL, which hosted a delegation of 
104 from Team Illinois. We witnessed record-
breaking fundraising events, proof that 
supporters, like you, are invested in providing 
life-changing programming to individuals with 
intellectual disabilities. 

The power and resilience our athletes exude 
not just on the playing field, but in their daily 
lives as well, motivates us to elevate the 

athlete experience in our offerings, year after 
year. That same power saw us through the 
pandemic and pushed us to new heights in 
2022. While this Annual Report is an exciting 
look back at what we accomplished last year, 
let’s highlight some ways we have evolved 
beyond being a sports organization, first 
and foremost. 

Did you know that Special Olympics is the 
largest health organization in the world for 
individuals with intellectual disabilities? In 
2022, Special Olympics Illinois provided 2,458 
health screenings to athletes in need through 
our MedFest sports physical exam events, 
and statewide Healthy Athletes program 
offerings focused on improving oral health, 
vision, audiology, and physical therapy. From 
2021 to 2022, our Unified Champions Schools 
base increased from 272 schools to 400 
schools statewide, demonstrating substantial 
growth in fostering a more unified generation 
among Illinois youth. We were also able to 
grow our eSports and virtual fitness, a new 
programming staple, to a participation of 500 
athletes. Additionally, we worked to advance 
more inclusive workforce opportunities in the 
state, growing awareness of our mission in 
communities where our athletes live and work. 

“

 
President & CEO

Hyatt Hotels, Fitness Formula Clubs, and Amazon 
Fresh joined the ranks of Steak 48 and United 
Airlines as companies that provided job shadowing 
opportunities and even hired Special Olympics 
Illinois athletes. 

My tenure with Special Olympics Illinois will soon 
come to a close, and I am honored, proud, and 
humbled to have witnessed such a remarkable 
evolution throughout the past 37 years. Our 
achievements in 2022 are a testament to that 
growth. In the future, as we continue to identify 
athletes’ needs, our goal remains rooted in reaching 
more athletes and building a more inclusive world. 
With a community of supporters like you, the 
opportunity for growth is truly limitless.
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usa
GAMES

When the 2022 USA Games took place on June 5-12, 68 
Special Olympics Illinois athletes, 8 Unified partners, and 22 
coaches were ready to let the games begin. The USA Games is 
a national sports competition that occurs every four years, and 
this year, the team proudly representing Illinois took Orlando, 
Florida by storm. The cherished event brought more than 
5,000 athletes and coaches together, from all 50 states and 
drew in crowds to witness the perseverance and inclusivity of 
the games. 

Before kicking off the competition, the Special Olympics 
Illinois team united at their send-off dinner at the Sugar 
Factory in Rosemont where the athletes excitedly celebrated 
the anticipation of what was to come at the USA Games.  

The opening ceremony arrived with exhilaration in the air 
as every state delegation made their way across Exploria 
Stadium, and were met with roaring cheers, appearances 
from some of Disney’s favorite characters, and an undeniable 
sense of unity. 

The 14 sports categories gave athletes the opportunity to 
show the world their sportsmanship and athleticism, all 
ranging from gymnastics, golf, powerlifting, flag football, 
bowling, and so much more. Broadcasted on ABC and ESPN 
networks, every athlete had their moment to shine in their 
respective sport. Team Illinois took home a total of 39 gold, 39 
silver, and 34 bronze awards, as well as 44 additional medals or 
ribbons, and everyone came out on top as champions.

Special Olympics has transformed 
my life to be a better athlete and 
be active in the community. It 
challenges me to use my skills in 
my job and elsewhere.

Eric Baumann, 
Special Olympics Illinois athlete and coach
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healthy
ATHLETES

In addition to year-round sports 
competitions, Special Olympics 
also provides leadership, personal 
development, and health education 
opportunities to its athletes. At most 
major events, like USA Games or Special 
Olympics Illinois’ Summer Games, medical 
professionals and volunteers provide 
screenings for our athletes. This is part 
of the Healthy Athletes initiative, and the 
best part is, it’s free.

The pre-USA Games regimen included 
participating in Healthy Athletes 
activities – for example, each athlete and 
Unified partner monitored their steps 
and heart rate leading up to USA Games 
using a Fitbit. Then, at USA Games, each 
delegation spent a significant amount of 
time at the Healthy Athletes Experience 
presented by Orlando Health.

The screenings at USA Games covered 
seven health disciplines: podiatry, vision, 

dentistry, physical therapy/fitness, 
nutrition, healthy habits, audiology, and 
emotional well-being. 

More than 12,000 free screenings were 
conducted in total at USA Games, and 
all athletes who completed screenings 
in at least five disciplines received a 
complimentary pair of shoes courtesy 
of Zappos. More than 100 athletes 
received free hearing aids and almost 
1,000 athletes received free prescription 
glasses.

The Special Olympics Healthy Athletes 
program offers health services and 
information to athletes in need. In 
the process, Special Olympics has 
become the largest global public health 
organization dedicated to serving 
people with intellectual disabilities.

Region B athlete Rebecca Davis received 
life-changing hearing aids, free of cost, at USA 
Games’ Healthy Athletes. Prior to USA Games, 
Rebecca was hearing at a level four, and she left 
hearing at a level 10!

Screenings Provided at 
39 Clinics in Illinois

2,458



law enforcement
TORCH RUN

Dunkin’ 
Cop on a Rooftop
2022 marked the 19th anniversary of the Dunkin’ and 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Illinois 
partnership, and to keep the excitement of the tradition 
going strong, police officers joined together  
to show their support. Across the state, law 
enforcement officers rallied support for Special 
Olympics Illinois athletes by sitting, standing, and 
cheering on the rooftops of participating Dunkin’ 
locations. Every Dunkin’ customer that donated to the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run received a coupon for a free 
donut, and those who donated $10 or more received a 
travel mug plus a coupon for a free hot coffee. Overall, 
the fundraising event raised more than $925,000 for 
Special Olympics Illinois! 

The Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) is the single largest year-round fundraising 
movement benefiting Special Olympics Illinois. Since 1986, LETR has raised funds and 
increased awareness for Special Olympics Illinois athletes and their accomplishments. 
Law Enforcement Torch Run hosts many fundraising events including Cop on a 
Rooftop, Plane Pull, Truck Convoys, and more. The Illinois Law Enforcement Torch 
Run Hall of Fame was created in 2022 to recognize outstanding individuals who have 
demonstrated a sustained and significant contribution to the statewide success of the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Illinois. The inaugural class consisted 
of Hiram Brownell, Russ Laine, Jim Meier, Mary Pocuis, and Darrell Sanders.



polar
PLUNGE
Across the state, braving the cold, and 
making a splash, communities came 
together to take the plunge for Special 
Olympics Illinois athletes. Every year, Polar 
Plunges are hosted across the state 
for local communities, law enforcement, 
corporate teams, students, and more 
to dip into winter waters to show  
their support. 

Whether it was the plunge into Lake 
Springfield, Lake Michigan, or at the 
Braidwood Recreation Club, to name a 
few, participants supported athletes from 
their local region. Participants were able 	

9

to join together in the frigid fun as an 
individual or a team to take the Plunge. 
Schools had the exciting opportunity to be 
titled the “Coolest School” in their region 
if they raised the most money within 
their plunge.  

It isn’t just Special Olympics Illinois  
athletes that benefitted from these cool 
fundraising events, but the community 
as well. The Polar Plunge provided 
participants with unforgettable 
team-building experiences and a 
strengthened sense of community as they 
took to the icy cold waters together.

As a father of a Special Olympics Illinois 
athlete, I see firsthand the importance 
of our movement and its impact on 
the athletes and their families. The 
camaraderie between the athletes and 
our officers is genuine and rooted in 
mutual respect. There’s a bond that can’t 
be broken!

Sergeant Bill Devine, 
Illinois LETR State Director

Illinois Law Enforcement 
Torch Run is Special 
Olympics Illinois’ largest 
fundraiser, raising 
$4.5 million in 2022 
with 3,000 active law 
enforcement personnel 
supporting the Special 
Olympics movement.



workforce
INCLUSIVITY
A core goal for Special Olympics Illinois 
is to create environments that enable 
everyone to thrive, and that includes creating 
opportunities for companies to embrace 
inclusivity in the workplace. In 2022, Special 
Olympics Illinois athletes took part in job 
shadowing events at different companies to 
spotlight the positive impact of an inclusive 
workforce and reshaping the movement for 
equal employment for people of all abilities.

In April, Special Olympics Illinois partnered 
with Hyatt Hotels in which athletes took 
part in Career Builder Day. Throughout four 
different locations in the city of Chicago, the 
athletes were shown the ins and outs of hotel 
operations. Athletes had the opportunity to 
job shadow different areas of hotel tasks such 
as guest services, housekeeping, as well as 
preparing food and beverages.

Amazon Fresh
In November, Amazon Fresh hosted Job Shadow 
Day at the Oak Lawn location. The day was filled 
with hands-on training including stocking inventory, 
working in the kitchen, order preparation, and 
greeting customers. Not only did this empower 
athletes to learn about the ins and outs of the job, 
but it also allowed them to potentially claim the job 
as their own. Special Olympics Illinois athletes Nick 
Lorenz and Natalie Gasser were hired after partaking 
in the job shadowing initiative!

Fitness Formula Clubs also welcomed Special 
Olympics Illinois athletes to their Park Ridge 
location. Joined by athletes from Ridgewood 
and Maine South High Schools, participants 
came together for group fitness activities 
while also learning the intricacies of greeting 
members at the front desk, housekeeping, 
personal training, membership services, 
working in the café, building community, and 
potential job opportunities. 

Partaking in the job shadowing initiative 
continues to shine a light on the positive 
impact of inclusivity and community within 
the workforce.



leadership
ACADEMY
More than 80 athletes from all over North America convened in 
Chicago for the two-day Special Olympics Illinois Leadership Academy 
at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. For athlete leader Ryan Murray, it was a 
weekend filled with workshops, fellowship, and fun.

Ryan is an athlete who regularly competes in track and field as well as 
tennis. This was his second time attending Leadership Academy. “The 
event was on an even bigger scale than last year,” Ryan said. “I really 
enjoyed talking to athletes from the Caribbean and making  
new friendships.”

The weekend’s workshops were tailored to different aspects of each 
Athlete Leader’s growth. Ryan especially enjoyed the workshop on 
employment readiness, as he currently works for Special Olympics 
Illinois as an Event Project Assistant. The Health Messenger workshop 
was good too, according to Ryan, because it reminded each attendee 
of the health services Special Olympics Illinois offers. There were also 
workshops for parents, mentors, and coaches on topics like housing 
and how to best support their athlete leader.

The weekend wasn’t just all work and no play, Ryan noted. There was 
an improv workshop and plenty of fellowship events. Ryan said he 
and his fellow athlete leaders laughed a lot over the two days. Athlete 
leaders participated in eSports, karaoke, bingo, and a dinner with Dave 
Breen, Special Olympics Illinois President & CEO.

Overall, Ryan rated the entire experience “A+” and added he would, 
“recommend Leadership Academy to any athlete leader that wants to 
develop their leadership skills and abilities.”

Being an athlete leader has taught me how 
to speak confidently to people out in the 
community and at Special Olympics Illinois 
events. I’ve also made friendships with 
athletes locally and across the state of Illinois. 

Ryan Murray,
Athlete Leader 

“

Athlete Leaders

165



chicago ducky
DERBY

Special Olympics Illinois has 
changed my life. I have made 
life-long friends, learned how 
to better make healthy life 
choices, and gained skills as a 
leader.

Kyle Tuckey,
Special Olympics Illinois Athlete
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The 17th annual Chicago Ducky Derby 
took place on Aug. 4, 2022, as more 
than 75,000 rubber ducks raced their 
way down the Chicago River. The 2022 
race made a splash as a record-breaking 
and sold-out fundraising event—raising 
more than $450,000. The race supports 
a community of more than 55,000 
traditional athletes, Young Athletes, 
Unified partners, coaches, volunteers, 
and more.

Kindly presented by Jewel-Osco, the 
Chicago Ducky Derby also featured 
a Family Festival, which was held 
at Pioneer Court before the ducks 
made their way into the river. Special 
Olympics Illinois friends and family had 
the opportunity to partake in games 
and activities, dance to live music, and 
adopt a duck for $5 giving winners the  
exciting chance to win an all-new 2022 
Chevy Equinox, a paid Royal Caribbean 
cruise, tickets to Windy City Smokeout, 
or cash prizes. 

Special Olympics Illinois athlete 
Kyle Tuckey was chosen as the 2022 
Chicago Ducky Derby ambassador, 
helping to pull the lever during  
the Splashdown at the Columbus 
Drive Bridge, and holding the 
winning duck high and proud at the 
end of the race, among his many 
other Ambassador duties. 
 
Kyle has been participating with 
Special Olympics Illinois since he was 
8 years old, competing in gymnastics, 
track and field, soccer, softball, 
basketball, golf, and snowshoeing. 

The sold-out event couldn’t have 
been done without the help of the 
Darling Ducklings team, a sales team 
made up of Special Olympics Illinois 
athletes, whose sales bring in over 
20% of all duck adoptions. The three 
newest Darling Ducklings — Jeremy 
Richer, Elliot Richer, and Liz Litvak — 
helped reach the team goal of selling 
more than 10,000 rubber ducks!



champions
BALL

Dressed up in their best black-tie 
outfits and paired with their favorite 
sneakers, Special Olympics Illinois 
athletes, families, and corporate 
sponsors celebrated the annual 
Champions Ball. Held at the Hyatt 
Regency Chicago, the gala was a 
record-breaking event that raised 
more than $1.4 million. 

The night was filled with live 
entertainment, auction segments, 
dinner, and a dance floor filled with 
celebrating athletes. The Richer 
brothers, Jeremy and Elliot, were 
the featured athletes of the ball and 
were honored throughout the night 
by their fellow athletes and family.  

Jeremy and Elliot have participated 
in an array of sports such as baseball, 
softball, volleyball, soccer, flag 
football, snowshoeing, golf, floor 
hockey, track, and swimming. 

Adding to their impressive athletic 
accomplishments, the brothers 
also shined as stars in the short 
film, Jeremy and Elliot Pentathlon 
showcased during the event. The 
short featured the competing 
brothers going head-to-head in 
various sports, emphasizing the 
power of inclusivity in fostering 
confidence and empowerment for all 
Special Olympics Illinois athletes.  

The words special needs and disability 
often infer limits, but Special 
Olympics Illinois replaces limits with 
opportunities – and that is very freeing!

Linda Richer, 
Mother of Special Olympics Illinois Athletes 
Jeremy and Elliot



unified
CHAMPION SCHOOLS
In just their first year competing at the IHSA Unified State Basketball
tournament in Champaign-Urbana, Southside Unified did what they set
out to do – bring home the gold. Southside is represented by students
from both De La Salle Institute and Southside Occupational Academy
Hub. A Unified team consists of both Special Olympics Illinois athletes
with intellectual disabilities as well as Unified partners, or those without
intellectual disabilities.

The two schools were a perfect match. The partnership allowed both
Special Olympics Illinois athletes and Unified partners from their
respective schools to compete as one. After a successful season,
Southside Unified landed themselves a spot at the state tournament.
Here, they would go on to beat Limestone Community High School in the
semi-final game and cap off their season with a win over East St. Louis
High School for the championship.

To De La Salle Institute Principal, Tom Schergen, this team’s state-level
performance is a testament to the bonds formed through the unique
partnership between the two schools. “The championship to me is just
a byproduct of everything they’ve done,” Tom said. “The kids from
Southside have become a fabric of our community at De La Salle. They
work hard, they practice twice a week – it’s been fun to see them compete 
together this weekend.” Tom continues, “Having a son with autism,
and knowing our school community, I knew that this would be very
important.” Tom continued, “Making sure that all kids have an 
opportunity to be involved – that’s what we strive for at De La Salle. It’s 
not us and them, we’re all one.”

Looking toward the future, De La Salle Institute and Southside
Occupational Academy Hub will continue to work together to create
inclusive opportunities for their students. So far, the two schools
have participated in bowling and basketball, plus they look forward to
competing in track and field in the spring.

Unified Champion Schools

400



summer
GAMES Every year I come here, I get 

goosebumps. It’s wonderful to 
see how well they do. It’s great 
to be back!

Amy Anstlment, 
Coach, Dahlgren Purple Miracles

“
The 2022 Special Olympics Illinois Summer Games was a 
weekend filled with renewed energy, teamwork, reunions, 
and, of course, competition. It was quite a celebration as 
athletes from across the state gathered in Bloomington-
Normal to celebrate the return of the event, following a 
two-year hiatus due to the pandemic. The championship-
level competition featured sports such as athletics, bocce, 
powerlifting, soccer, artistic and rhythmic gymnastics, and 
swimming. The Young Athletes program also offered soccer 
individual skills, 50-meter runs, and softball throw. 

With the help of Special Olympics Illinois soccer player 
Jordan Derossett, the Summer Games were officially 
declared open as he recited the Special Olympics oath to his 
fellow athletes. The Law Enforcement Torch Run opened the 
ceremony carrying The Flame of Hope during the final leg of 
their run, setting the stage for an amazing three days.

More than 2,200 athletes and Unified partners competed 
in seven different sports. There were also more than 1,000 
coaches, 1,000 volunteers, and 6,500 family members 
gathered at the host locations — Illinois State University, 
Kingsley Jr. High School, and Normal West High School — to 
compete together. It wasn’t just the athletic competitions 
that sparked energy into the event, but the Healthy  
Athletes program came back stronger than ever for free 
dental, hearing, and eye screenings.

The Special Olympics Illinois athletes overcame the adversity 
of time apart, and emerged victorious, together. 



diversity, equity, 
INCLUSION, AND BELONGING

It’s important for Z to express 
her identity because Special 
Olympics Illinois introduced her to a 
community where everyone was  
not the same but came together in 
their differences.

Simyra Ross,
Z’s Mother

As part of one of the strategic initiatives for Special Olympics 
Illinois, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging is the 
cornerstone of ensuring our mission encompasses everyone. 
By implementing diversity and inclusion objectives that 
foster the growth of a more diverse environment, Special 
Olympics Illinois has a greater reach of various demographics 
in all aspects—athletes, Unified partners, volunteers, 
donors, coaches, board, and staff members. Creating an 
inclusive environment, where equity is upheld and diversity is 
respected, is fundamental to our mission of building positive 
identities, developing a sense of belonging, and allowing 
athletes to realize their full potential is transforming lives. 

We believe that we can contribute to building a more 
inclusive, tolerant, and enriched society for the benefit 
of all, both abled and disabled. Special Olympics Illinois is 
continuously working to create a community of inclusivity 
by building a committee that includes staff, board, and 
community members to collaborate on growing the DEIB 
mission together. 

Statewide, we’ve reached out to new and underrepresented 
communities to inspire their involvement with events and 
engagements. To promote inclusion in the workforce,  
Special Olympics Illinois has partnered with companies 
that offer job shadowing and employment opportunities 
for athletes. Special Olympics Illinois continues to reach its 
mission by nurturing an inclusive culture that celebrates the 
diversity of everyone.

One incredible way Special Olympics Illinois promotes inclusion is by including 
athletes in leadership positions on the Board of Directors. One of those athletes 
is Zinyra “Z” Ross. Z has been involved with Special Olympics Illinois since she 
was 13 or 14, and since has also become an Athlete Leader and member of the 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging Committee. Her accomplishments don’t 
stop there. Not only does she ride horses on a traditional equestrian team, but 
she owns her own business selling art and bracelets at booths and fairs across the 
state. Her art has won her awards locally and statewide, including the Treasurer’s 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Arts and Humanities, awarded by Illinois 
State Treasurer Michael Frerichs. Z’s artwork is also hanging in the United Club at 
O’Hare International Airport – a place she knows well as a Special Olympics Service 
Ambassador and employee of United Airlines. When she saw her artwork installed 
she said “I was happy, proud. No one knew anything about me. I was just judged as a 
person.” To Z, that is the way inclusion should be. 



Annual Report

18

staff
MILESTONES

I consider myself very fortunate to be a longtime employee of Special Olympics Illinois! I am honored to work for an 
organization that brings so much joy and happiness into people’s lives. In the early 90s, I expanded my knowledge 
of horses into the field of therapeutic riding. In 1991 I became a certified therapeutic riding instructor and member 
of the Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International, introduced the sport of Equestrian to 
Region I (Area 10 at the time) and taught therapeutic riding lessons and camps in my community. Some of my greatest 
memories were made as the head coach for the Equestrian Team for the New Haven Connecticut World Games in 
1995 and again at the Raleigh Durham World Games in 1999. These games opened my eyes to the impact that Special 
Olympics has on an international level. I was surrounded by so much love without limitations or judgment. 

Special Olympics Illinois was my first job right out of college. Little did I know that it would be my only professional 
job. I have enjoyed all of my 31+ years with the organization. I started as the Director of Training and have held various 
positions through the years. Special Olympics Illinois has given me opportunities to travel the world, including Alaska 
and Japan as a member of Special Olympics USA teams. I was also involved in organizing the very first USA Games. The 
last 31+ years have given me countless memories, but my favorite are those of events with our athletes, coaches, 
and volunteers. Spending time with them is a great boost to my spirits and reminds me why I love my job. I also enjoy 
working with our staff, we have some of the best in the country! I continue to do what I do because it makes a positive 
difference in the lives of others and that has been and continues to be incredibly important to me.

Tracy Hilliard,
Senior Director, Program Services

Joanie Keyes,
Director, Region I

30+ years of service 
worth celebrating!
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When I started a new job more than 33 years ago, I was excited and eager to help make a difference in the lives 
of individuals with intellectual disabilities. Little did I know it was my life that was going to change. I have had the 
pleasure of working with so many different people, athletes, volunteers, families, and sponsors all of whom have 
made a great impact on me. My children and family have been involved in Special Olympics Illinois working at 
competitions and on special event fundraisers. I have had the opportunity to attend a Special Olympics World Games 
and several USA Games. The experience was unforgettable. As a family, we have many memories that involve this 
organization. Moving forward, I will continue to try my best to make sure that every athlete in Special Olympics Illinois 
has a great experience. I will continue to ensure volunteers, families, and sponsors see the true benefits of Special 
Olympics Illinois. I know I will make many more memories.

My love for Special Olympics Illinois began 52 years ago when my brother turned 8 years old and started competing in 
athletics, basketball, swimming, and bowling. Mike is still going strong today at 60 years of age! I started volunteering 
with Special Olympics Illinois when I was just 10 years old. I used to help with swimming lessons, and then slowly 
moved up to volunteering at the track meet every year. After graduating from college, I became a Recreation 
Therapist. Part of my responsibilities included coaching and coordinating all the Special Olympics sports. It was then 
that I started to volunteer on the local Special Olympics Board of Directors. I served for many years as the Training 
Director. I’ve trained hundreds of athletes and coaches during my 34 years with Special Olympics Illinois. I’ve had the 
opportunity to coach at three World Games and have served on the volleyball games management team at the World 
Games in North Carolina. In the summer of 1989, our then area director stepped down and I was selected as the new 
area director and have held that position for nearly 34 years.

Debbie Kelly,
Director, Event Operations 
& Quality Insurance

Cathy Brennan-Betar,
Director, Region F
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regional
SPOTLIGHTS

My wife and I were big supporters of Special Olympics Illinois before we even 
had an athlete involved with Special Olympics. The Region H Spring Games were 
Ella’s first Special Olympics Illinois event and it was incredible to be involved. The 
cheering, the abilities, and the sense of accomplishment make all the fundraising 
and supporting more than worthwhile. Ella is now a two-time state qualifier for 
track and field. She qualified in the 50m run and the tennis ball throw this year and 
won gold at Summer Games last year in the tennis ball throw. I have also hosted 
a local Row 4 Dough fundraising event for the last eight years. In 2022, we had an 
attendance of nearly 200 participants and raised more than $16,000 to support 
Region H.

Dr. Michael Jones,
Sponsor and Special Olympics Illinois Parent, Region H

I love Special Olympics because of the gold medals, teammates who are now my 
friends, all the t-shirts, the Polar Plunges, giving speeches, meeting other athletes 
from other teams, games, competitions, opening ceremonies, and being included 
in all of it. In Special Olympics, we are a team of teams. Being a Special Olympics 
Illinois athlete has taught me to never quit or give up. If you don’t win at first, just 
keep trying and practicing. Eventually, you will earn that gold medal.

Rachel Zakutansky,
Special Olympics Illinois Athlete, Region I

I have been involved with Special Olympics for 55 years. I am currently the head 
coach of Rockford SO. I was at the very first games at Soldier Field in 1968. One of 
my favorite memories from the 1968 games was the fact that they set up a pool 
in Soldier Field. Being a coach for Special Olympics has been such a rewarding 
experience for me, as I have gotten to know many athletes and their families, and 
encourage them to do the best they can, and be brave in the attempt.

Anne Vestal,
Coach, Region A
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statement 
OF ACTIVITIES

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

Revenues, Gains and Support 

Direct Marketing, Contributions & Grants 

In Kind Support 

Interest, Gain, Other Revenue 

Total Revenue Gains and Other Support

EXPENSES

Program Services 

Fundraising 

Management and General 

Total Expenses  

Increase in Net Surplus/(Deficit) 

Ending Net Assets

2021 		                       2022
$12,159,576
$2,523,597
$582,382
$15,265,555 

$10,814,673                       $16,907,271
$1,579,454	                      $2,486,922
$667,321	                      $966,055
$13,061,448                      $20,360,248

 $2,204,107 		          $2,250,813
$10,987,142	                      $13,237,955

$18,652,606
$4,633,918
($675,463)
$22,611,061

of every dollar goes directly 
to program expenses83% 
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leadership 

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS BOARD MEMBERS

Brook Klawitter
Chair 
Director, Finance Shared Services
USG Corporation

Kathy Schniedwind
Vice Chair 
Head Athletic Trainer
Illinois State University (Retired)

Karen Wilson
Immediate Past Chair 
President/CEO
MAKE Corporation (Retired)

James Pieper
Treasurer/Finance & Business Services Chair 
Senior Vice President 
TransUnion 

Dave Breen
President & CEO
Special Olympics Illinois

Kristin Achterhof
Partner & National Co-Chair – Intellectual 
Property Litigation Practice
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP

Bill Asbury
Heavy Equipment Technician
Roland Machinery

Karen Atwood
Executive Vice President – Service and 
Technology
Health Care Services Corporation (Retired)

Jim Bednar
Knights of Columbus

Wheeler Coleman
CEO and Executive Partner
Executive Consultants United, LLC

Jim Corrigan 
Investment Advisor
Ausdal Financial Partners

Colleen Costello
Athlete Leader & Global Messenger 
Belleville PTOEC Board Member

Tom Eisenbart
Senior Vice President
Sargent & Lundy (Retired)

Daniel Freed
Major League Scout
Oakland Athletics

Terry Wheat
Secretary
Nurse Surveyor
The Joint Commission (Retired)

Tom Cox
Governance & Membership Chair 
Partner
McCarthy, Duffy LLP

Rob Johnson
Marketing & Communications Chair 
President 
Rob Johnson Communications 

Scott Paddock
Development Chair
Senior Vice President of External Affairs
Silver Cross Hospital and Medical Center 

Zack Reynolds
Program Services Chair
Managing Director
Diversified Search  

Randy Schaab
Audit Chair
Business Analyst
State Farm (Retired)

Adam Garrett
Assistant Superintendent of Personnel and 
Student Services
Edwardsville Community Unit School District 7

Steve Hamman

Terrence J. Hancock
President
Teamsters Local 731/Joint Council 25

Jim Jacobs 
Chief Executive Officer
Country Financial

Jill Mehrberg

Scott Morgan 
Chief Information Officer and VP of Business 
Development & Technology
Dearborn Group 
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
BOARD MEMBERS

Patrick O’Connor
SVP/Chief Human Resources and Diversity 
Officer
Health Care Services Corporation (Retired)

John Penn
VP & Midwest Regional Manager
Laborers International Union of North 
America

Robert Reiter, Jr. 
President
Chicago Federation of Labor

Chad Rollins
Executive Director
William M. BeDell ARC

Zinyra Ross 
Athlete Leader
Owner/Designer, Just Z

Angelo Russo
Partner
McGuire Woods, LLP

Jenny Sepulveda
Director of Business Development
Guaranteed Rate

Eileen Sethna
Partner – Banking & Restructuring 
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC

Eric Smith 
Police Chief
Sherman Police Department (Retired) 

Michael Smyth
Chief Financial Officer
Wintrust Wealth Management 

Bernita Thigpen 
Tax Managing Director
KPMG LLP

Tom Thompson 
First Vice President – Commercial 
Banker
Bankers’ Bank USA 

Heidi Weber 
President & CEO
Illinois Mine Subsidence Insurance 
Fund
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leadership 

2022 ILSO FOUNDATION BOARD
OFFICERS BOARD MEMBERS

Jamie Parisi
Chair
Chief Financial Officer
CME Group (Retired)

David Shane
Vice Chair
Managing Director
Sanctuary Wealth Partners

Don Gereau
Immediate Past Chair
CEO
GT Mobility

Brian Schell
Treasurer
EVP, CFO & Treasurer 
Cboe Global Markets, Inc.

Ed Rafferty
Secretary, Gifts & Grants Committee 
Co-Chair 
Superintendent
Schaumburg School District (Retired) 

Charles Schmadeke
Governance & Nominating  
Committee Chair 
Partner
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP

Hub Arkush
Editor/General Manager
Pro Football Weekly

Stephen Bergman
Portfolio Manager
Huber Financial Advisors LLC

Menjinder “Mac” Bhambra
Owner
Empire Gaming LLC

Dave Breen
President & CEO
Special Olympics Illinois

Brian Carlson
Partner
DiMeo Schneider & Associates, LLC

Robert DiMeo
Managing Director & Co-Founder
DiMeo Schneider & Associates, LLC

Christine Duffy
Vice President of Global Supply Chain
Cintas Corporation

Mary Anne Ehlert
President and CEO
Protected Tomorrows

Sue Flott**
Realtor (Retired)
Special Olympics Parent

M. Julie Gustafson
President
Heirlooms on Video 

Brook Klawitter*
Director, Finance Shard Services
USG Corporation

Dan Lange
Senior Vice President – Illinois 
Region Head
Wells Fargo Bank, NA

Jeff McClusky
Founder/CEO
McClusky & Associates

Tom Thompson*
First Vice President – Commercial 
Banker
Bankers’ Bank USA

*Special Olympics Illinois Board 
Member
**Deceased
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senior
LEADERSHIP

Dave Breen,
President & CEO

Valerie Michalik,
Chief Development Officer

Cindy Villafuerte,
Chief Financial and Diversity Officer

Kim Riddering,
Chief Operations Officer

Michelle Mayer,
Senior Director - Marketing and Communications

Dan Conley,
Senior Director - Strategic Planning Partner
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2022
STATE PARTNERS

B I O S C I E N C E S ,  I N C .



connect
WITH US

@SO_Illinois@SpecialOlympicsIllinois

Special Olympics Illinois Special Olympics Illinois

www.soill.org

Let me win. But if I cannot win, 
let me be brave in the attempt.

- Special Olympics Athlete Oath


