
 
 

 
What Is the Chicago Ducky Derby?   
The Chicago Ducky Derby is a signature fundraising event for Special Olympics Illinois. Each year, 
more than 65,000 rubber ducks splash down and race to the finish line. The winners of the race 
receive prizes, including a 2021 Chevy Trailblazer; an all-inclusive trip to Rivera Maya, Mexico; a cash 
prize; and more. The proceeds go to benefit the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois. Adopt your duck 
today for your chance to win and then join in all the fun on Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021. The most up-to-
date event information can be found at chicagoduckyderby.com.   
   
Why Adopt a Duck?   
Your support allows more than 23,100 athletes and 13,000 Young Athletes to participate in year-
round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports. Special Olympics 
programs enhance physical fitness, motor skills, self-confidence, social skills and encourage family 
and community support. Special Olympics Illinois aims to be a global leader in shaping a culture 
where people with and without intellectual disabilities are fully integrated into the community by 
providing year round opportunities in competitive sports, health education, leadership and personal 
development.  
 

• We’re currently gearing up for the 16th Annual Chicago Ducky Derby presented by Jewel Osco.  
• Usually, thousands of spectators watch more than 65,000 yellow rubber ducks splash into the Chicago 

River in downtown Chicago and race down the river towards the finish line in person.  
• The event will take place on Thursday, August 5, 2021.  
• All proceeds benefit more than 23,100 athletes and over 13,000 Young Athletes across Illinois. 
• While event details are still coming together, we do know you can join us online for the Ducky Derby 

Virtual Festival beginning at noon on Race Day.  
• The grand prize winner will take home a brand new 2021 Chevy Trailblazer courtesy of the Chicagoland 

and Northwest Indiana Chevy Dealers. Other prizes include an Apple Vacations all-inclusive trip to RIU 
Palace Mexico in Riviera Maya, a $2,000 cash prize, and a Chicago Day Getaway. 

• Ducks are available for adoption for $5 at chicagoduckyderby.com  
• Join the conversation socially using #ChiDuckyDerby 
• Special Olympics Illinois athlete Mallory Taylor of Naperville, Illinois serves as this year’s Duck 

Ambassador.  
• The Chicago Ducky Derby has sold out three years in a row. Last year, a record-breaking 73,000 rubber 

ducks were sold. 

 


