
DAVONTE PRESCOTT’S STORY 

Davonte is so personable and has such a unique way of getting into people’s hearts that, before you 
know it, people are allowing him to turn on the siren in a police car, look at the sound system at a 
fundraiser dinner and speak to passengers on a loud speaker, just to name a few.  
  
Davonte has innately learned how to find the influencer and ask them questions. He has endeared a 
huge group of community leaders including those at Special Olympics Illinois.   
  
How? His mother has a lot to do with it.  
  
Davonte was born prematurely with many complications including a high pallet, swallowing issues, 
cerebral palsy of the right hand, cognitive delay, and more. However, when mom saw him, she knew in 
her heart, “this is the one.” She adopted Davonte in 1997 after she retired, and her love and care for 
him has helped form him into who he is today.  She always told Davonte that there is nothing he 
couldn’t do if he put his mind to it, regardless of his limitations.   
 
She would say, “If you think you can, try it and see!” The rest is history. 
  
Davonte’s leadership abilities came as a result of his participation with Special Olympics. He began 
participating in the SWSRA (Southwest Special Recreation Association) basketball program when he was 
18. Doors opened for him to get involved with the Special Olympics Illinois Summer Games where he 
won a silver medal in the 100 meter run and fifth place the following year. He also participated in the 
softball throw. 
  
Special Olympics has taught Davonte a lot about teamwork and sportsmanship. His sister, Traci, filled 
out the application for him to be a part of the Athlete Leadership Program where he would be exposed 
to other Special Olympics athletes in a different capacity. Here, Davonte learned so many leadership 
principles.   
 
As a Global Messenger, Davonte was tasked with giving at least five speeches in his community about 
Special Olympics and how he benefited from it. He was able to speak on a local radio station along with 
one of the LETR police sergeants who shared his stories of joy in participating in Special Olympics.  Later 
that year, on his last day of school, Davonte gave a presentation to his classmates, teachers and school 
staff about his future, during which he talked about continuing to participate with Special Olympics as 
both an athlete and leader.   
  
Last March, I invited Davonte to a corporate event with PHP Agency (People Helping People), and he fell 
in love with the environment and the mission: Faith, Family, Finance, Fun and Fitness. 
 
PHP is a financial marketing firm that recruits, trains, and develops individuals to become licensed life 
insurance agents. Although Davonte has limitations, the company looks at what he CAN do, not what he 
cannot.  At PHP he CAN share his dream, he CAN energize the crowd, and he CAN be the example of 
what commitment looks like. …AND HE DOES!  
 
He asks people about their dreams and then shares his dream goal as a member of Special Olympics, 
which is to be an advocate for those with special needs. 
 



So many of our PHP associates have said, “If Davonte can be bold enough to share, so can I.”   
  
While working with me at PHP, Davonte traveled to Las Vegas where he was among 10,000 PHP 
members from across the country who listened to the late, great Kobe Bryant speak about business 
ethics.  Davonte has taken it upon himself to be the “leader of the chant” at PHP.  When he leads a rally, 
over 100 of our associates follow. 
 
When all is said and done, Davonte continues to bring love and joy to us and to everyone he meets.  He 
introduces me to new people, and he doesn’t forget a face or their story.  I am grateful for Special 
Olympics for encouraging Davonte and showing him that “there is nothing he can’t do if he believes he 
can.”  Just like Mom said. 
 


