
Summer Games Weather Policy 

                                                                 

_________________________________________________________ 

Schedule Change Notification Options 
Special Olympics Illinois offers a text alert service for all individuals to access. The text alert 

service is the quickest way to stay up-to-date if schedule changes occur.  Text the word 

Summer to 844-393-0980 and you will then receive a confirmation message.  Updates are also 

posted to the Special Olympics Illinois website. 

Guidelines for Summer Games 
Special Olympics Illinois uses National Weather Service for all official weather reports and 

warnings.  In the event of rain or severe weather, the final decision to cancel or postpone an 

event will rest with the Games Director. 

Cancellations or postponements can be decided on a venue by venue basis or cancellation 

may apply to all venues and activities regardless if located inside or outside. 

Suspension or cancellation of competition/activities parameters: 

 When temperature is 95 degrees or  

 When heat index is above 102 degrees   

 The National Weather Service has issued a Heat Warning that may impact venues 

Lightning:  If any of the following conditions exist, the event is suspended and individuals are 

moved to a safe location: 

1. The facility lightning detection device provides an alert.  

2. If no lightning detection device, then the first flash of lightning or clap of thunder. 

Activity may not be resumed for 30 minutes after both the last sound of thunder and last 

flash of lightning. 

Cancellation of Event 
The top priority is the health and safety of all involved in an event.  Weather issues may result 

in the cancellation of some events within a sport.  In most cases, due to the size and number 

of events at Summer Games, events will not be rescheduled.   

 For competition results and awards:  

1. If no winner has been determined, there will not be a winner or champion for said 

division (except team soccer). 

2. If places have been determined, appropriate awards will be given. 

3. If the event/division is canceled prior to the start of play, no winners will be 

determined.   


