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The Chicago Ducky Derby is a signature annual fundraiser 
benefiting Special Olympics Illinois! Usually, thousands of spectators 

watch 60,000 yellow rubber ducks splash into the Chicago River in 
downtown Chicago and race down the river towards the finish line in 

person. This year we will not be congregating at the drop site, but 
everyone can still watch the drop on our streaming sites—more de-
tails to come. The race will take place on Thursday, August 6, 2020

All proceeds benefit more than 23,000 athletes and over 13,000 Young 
Athletes across Illinois.

AUGUST 6, 2020

#ChiDuckyDerby



Grab your friends, family members, co-workers - anyone who wants to join forces and raise 
money for the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois!  Once you register your team, you will 
receive an email with a link to your team page.  You can also login to your fundraising page and 
customize your message/image. 

  

REGISTER YOUR TEAM

Post your custom link on Facebook, send it via email to your contacts or tweet it out to your 
followers!  All sales made through this link will be credited to your team.  You can also collect 
checks/cash and mail in your adoption papers (sales brochures) to our office.  

  

RAISE FUNDS

Set your goal high!  Remember, every adoption helps supports the athletes of Special 
Olympics Illinois!  Plus, the more you adopt, the better your chances of winning one of our 
amazing prizes! 

AIM HIGH!



Prior to the race the ducks will be tagged with a number corresponding to an indvidual who”adopt-
ed” the duck at a cost of $5.  The lucky owners of the first ducks to cross the finish line will win one 
of our exciting prizes including a 2020 Chevy Equinox!    

  

How does it work?

Since 2016, the Ducky Derby has raised over 2 million dollars to benefit the athletes of Special 
Olympics Illinois

  

Who does it benefit?

Single Adoption - $5
Quack Pack - $25 (6 ducks for the price of 5)
Flock of Ducks - $100 (24 ducks for the price of 20)
Diamond Duck Pack - $1,000 (240 for the price of 200)

  

How much is a duck adoption?

Is the Ducky Derby still happening due to the current COVID-19 crisis?
Yes, we plan to proceed with the Chicago Ducky Derby. Duck adoptions and souvenirs are available 
now on our website.

What will happen if you cannot hold the duck drop on August 6th?
If we cannot hold the duck drop in Chicago on August 6th, then we will host a virtual event on our 
social pages and Youtube offering a race and entertainment virtually for our supporters and athletes. 
All donors that leave an email address with their duck adoption will be notified via email regarding 
any changes in the event..

How can I participate in the Chicago Ducky Derby while still social distancing?
You can virtually gather friends, family, and co-workers to create a Ducky Derby team. After you 
sign-up your team, a Special Olympics Illinois staff member will reach out to you with opportunities 
to engage with our athletes and duck teams virtually.



What is the minimum amount that I need to raise to participate?
There is no minimum to participate, but our goal is 60,000 ducks and every duck adoption sold 
helps!

What is the minimum number of people that can be on a team?
There is no minimum or maximum number of people that can be on a team.  We encourage groups 
to gather as many people as possible to sell duck adoptions on behalf of Special Olympics Illinois!

How do I turn in my duck adoption money?
Please turn money in on a regular basis to the Lombard office of Special Olympics Illinois (500 
Waters Edge Ste 100, Lombard, IL 60148).  You can send it to us or we can have someone pick it up 
from your home or office. Please turn any sales in quickly!  Your team sales totals will be updated 
as soon as the money is processed and entered into our system.  

Who should checks be made out to?  
Checks should be made payable to Special Olympics Illinois and sent to:  
Special Olympics Illinois 
 Attn:  Duck Derby  
Waters Edge Ste 100  Lombard, IL  60148 

Can I customize our team page?  
Absolutely!  You have the ability to customize your team page on the website with a picture (or 
corporate logo) and information about your team and its members.  

How do my ducks get in the water? 
One week prior to the race, volunteers from the community come together and place numbered 
tags on the  bottom of every duck that plans to race.  Our friends at the Village of Bridgeview 
provide the dump truck that gets all the ducks into the river!

Will I get a copy of my duck’s tag number? 
We can’t give you your tag number because we won’t know it until we run the Mix Report right 
before the race.

Do I need to be present to win? 
You do not need to be present to win.  Winners will be contacted shortly after the race.  Be sure 
that your contact information is clearly written on your adoption form.  Please visit our website 
www.chicagoduckyderby.com for a full set of rules. 



Share your team page on social media and ask your followers to 
adopt a duck 
 
Host a Zoom call with family and/or friends about the Ducky 
Derby. 

Make a splash on social media: tell your followers you will share 
a video of a hidden talent when you sell 50 ducks. 

Mail duck adoption papers to family and friends. Reach out to 
Emily at emerkle@soill.org for adoption papers. 

Bring the Ducky Derby up on your next work call. Ask your 
colleagues to start an office team with you. 



#CHIDUCKYDERBY
 www.facebook.com/specialolympicsillinois 

www.twitter.com/SO_Illinois 
www.instagram.com/specialolympicsillinois 

www.youtube.com/SOillinois

SAMPLES

Help me support Special Olympics Illinois by adopting a duck in the 15th Annual
Chicago Ducky Derby!  All proceeds bene�t the more than 23,000 athletes and nearly 
17,000 Young Athletes across Illinois.  

I have sent a personal fundraising goal of (INSERT NUMBER OF DUCKS OR $AMOUNT).  
Plus, for every $5 duck that you adopt, you’re entered to win a fabulous prize!  To make 
a donation go to:  www.chicagoduckyderby.com

Have you ever seen 60,000 yellow rubber ducks be dumped into a river?  What a sight 
to see!  Help me make this year’s Chicago Ducky Derby the most successful year ever.  
By adopting a duck for only $5, you will be entered to win an awesome prize including 
a 2020 Chevy Equinox, and also help support the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois! 
To make a donation go to:  www.chicagoduckyderby.com

The Ducks are Coming!  Get in on the fun and adopt a duck for Special Olympics 
Illinois!  On Thursday, August 6, 2020, we’ll be dumping 60,000 yellow rubber ducks 
into the Chicago River.  Why?  To raise funds and awareness for the athletes of Special 
Olympics Illinois!  Plus, you’re entered to win some amazing prizes!  It’s a great time for 
a great cause!  To make a donation go to:  www.chicagoduckyderby.com

Are you feeling lucky?  Adopt a duck for only $5 and you could be the winner of a new 
car (or other fabulous prizes)!  Your support of the Chicago Ducky Derby helps trans-
form the lives of the athletes of Special Olympics Illinois.  To make a donation go to: 
www.chicagoduckyderby.com



Create a list of EVERYONE you know.  Do you say “no” for anyone - send them the 
email/letter and let them decide.  

Make sure you “ask”.  Always include a call to action in your correspondence.  
Don’t just tell people what you’re doing, ask for their help!  Emphasize that all 
adoptions matter.

Remind them of the wonderful prizes that adopters can win - including a 2020 Chevy 
Equinox, $2,500 Cash and more! 

Tell your story.  If you’re raising funds in honor of a family member, friend or other 
acquaintance with an intellectual disability - let them know!  Put your heart into the 
message - people who know you will want to donate and help support your cause.

Direct people to your online page:  A direct link to your team page will be provided 
to you.  Remind your supporters to adopt using this link or to select your team name.

Include a link to your team page in your email signature.  
 
Utilize Facebook and other social media.  Post messages about your fundraising 
progress and include links to your team website.  

Ask your company to get involved.  See if they will let you promote the Ducky  
Derby in your office lobby, company picnic, company newsletter or display posters in 
your breakroom or at your desk.  Corporate sponsorships are also available. 

Create Competition.  Develop a friendly sales competition between office  
departments, locations or floors.

Ask local businesses to put up a poster or display adoption papers. See if they want 
to support the Ducky Derby as an adopter or sponsor.

Send a reminder.  Keep a list of those who adopt a duck (we can provide this to you 
from our website) and remind those who haven’t yet adopted.  Update them on how 
much more you have to reach your goal.  

Say Thank You.  Thank you is a powerful word.  Acknowledge each adoption, no 
matter how large or small, with an email or thank you card.





Shelley Chenoweth 
Director, Corporate Partnerships

schenoweth@soill.org
630.519.6059

Special Olympics Illinois 
500 Waters Edge, Ste 100 

Lombard, IL  60148
www.soill.org

 

www.chicagoduckyderby.com


